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Icy silence, frayed connections: Impeachment takes a toll 


By LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

most raucous committee in 
Congress sat stone-faced, 
barely speaking. 

One by one, the members 
around the Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee dais voted on the 
articles of impeachment 
against President Donald 
Trump. Then they bolted for 
the doors and the airports, 
in more than one case 
without a word. 

The all-business iciness dur¬ 
ing those eight gavel-to- 
gavel minutes reflected 
the gravity of advancing 
articles of impeachment 
to the House floor for only 
the third time in American 
history. 


Continued on Page 2 



Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Texas, left, and Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, arrive for the vote on two articles of impeachment against President 
Donald Trump, Friday, Dec. 13, 2019, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Icy silence, frayed connections: Impeachment takes a toll 



Rep. Sylvia Garcia, D-Texas, center, flanked by Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Ga., left, and Rep. Steve 
Cohen, D-Tenn., right, prepares for the House Judiciary Committee vote on two articles of 
impeachment against President Donald Trump, Friday, Dec. 13,2019, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
At rear are Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, D-Fla., left, and Rep. Madeleine Dean, D-Pa. 

Associated Press 
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But it also told much of 
the story about impeach¬ 
ment’s toll on Congress, 
Washington and beyond. 
Ever since Trump's July 25 
phone call with Ukraine's 
president sparked official 
proceedings against the 
president, impeachment 
has been a force that’s 
bent congressional busi¬ 
ness around it, with severe 
strain. 

No one feels sorry for Con¬ 
gress, and its members gen¬ 
erally don’t feel sorry for 
themselves. But the wear- 
and-tear of impeachment 
is becoming clear in the 
emotional exchanges and 
frayed relationships left in 
its wake. 

“I have a problem with this 
whole damn place. If you 
can figure out an exit strat¬ 
egy for me I’d appreciate 
that,” said Rep. Ken Buck, 
R-Colo., a member of the 
Judiciary panel, on Friday. 
“This is crazy. The whole 
thing is crazy,” he added of 
impeachment. “It will take 
some time to get over.” 
Tempers are short. Mem¬ 
bers show signs of being 
sick of each other, like any 


colleagues who spend 
too much time together. 
But they are operating un¬ 
der the glare of a global 
spotlight and the weight 
of history. Trust, or what 
remained of it after years 
of obstruction and smash- 
mouth Trump-era politics, 
appeared to be a casualty 
in the short-term. 

Thursday’s grueling 14-hour 
Judiciary Committee mark¬ 
up of the abuse and ob¬ 
struction charges against 
Trump ignited the smol¬ 
dering tension. There was 
no expectation that the 
articles would be substan¬ 
tially changed, but Trump's 
allies pushed for amend¬ 
ments, each of which took 
hours to consider. Demo¬ 
crats, meanwhile, did not 
want to take final votes too 
late for Americans to see. 
Just before midnight. Chair¬ 
man Jerrold Nadler an¬ 
nounced that the commit¬ 
tee would not be voting on 
the impeachment articles 
until Friday morning — and 
after he banged his gav¬ 
el, the microphones were 
switched off. Livid, Repub¬ 
licans leapt to their feet, 
yelling “unbelievable” and 
“sneaky” and talking of a 


“kangaroo court.” Nadler 
walked out. “Chairman 
Nadler’s integrity is zero. His 
staff is zero," fumed ranking 
Republican Rep. Doug Col¬ 
lins of Georgia. “This chair¬ 
man has made himself 
irrelevant.” The personal 
stab at the powerful New 
York House veteran was 
unusual, as even the most 
mismatched pairs atop 
committees typically re¬ 
frain from attacking each 
other in personal terms. It 
turns out that impeach¬ 
ment is not the Democratic 
morale-booster that some 
might have thought in 
the heady first days of the 
party’s House takeover this 
year, when Michigan Rep. 
Rashida Tlaib vowed to 
“impeach the motherf— 
er” on her first day in office. 
One Democrat involved in 
the impeachment investi¬ 
gation was so dispirited by 
it all that he decided this 
term will be his last. 

“The countless hours I have 
spent in the investigation 
of Russian election interfer¬ 
ence and the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry have ren¬ 
dered my soul weary,” said 
Rep. Denny Heck, D-Wash„ 
in his retirement announce¬ 
ment Dec. 4. “At times, it 
is as though there are no 
rules or boundaries.... Civili¬ 
ty is out. Compromise is out. 
All or nothing is in.” 

There's a long way to go 


before knowing which par¬ 
ty benefits and which pays 
for impeachment in the 
2020 elections, let alone 
which fares better in the 
eyes of history. But trust — 
by Americans toward Con¬ 
gress — seems to be suffer¬ 
ing. And it’s not clear the 
proceedings are chang¬ 
ing minds. Recent polling 
shows that about half the 
country supports impeach¬ 
ing and removing Trump 
from office, fitting the pat¬ 
tern of a deeply polarized 
nation. 

But the proceedings could 
be costly for both parties. 

A plurality of Americans — 
44 percent — said they had 
no trust at all in the House 
impeachment proceed¬ 
ings, according to a Mon¬ 
mouth University poll con¬ 
ducted in December. 

The poll also found that 
about 6 in 10 Americans 
said Democrats in Con¬ 
gress are more interested in 
bringing down Trump than 
pursuing the facts. Likewise, 
about 6 in 10 said Republi¬ 
cans in Congress are more 
interested in defending 
Trump than pursuing the 
facts. 

With the stakes so high, 
emotions are, too. 

Dean, whose family has 
grown by two grandchil¬ 
dren since impeachment 
began in September, grew 
emotional Friday when she 


talked about the responsi¬ 
bility of weighing the presi¬ 
dent’s fate. 

“I’ve been thinking about 
the broader horizon,” she 
said. The same week of 
Trump's July phone call, 
she happened to talk on 
the floor of the House with 
Rep. Elijah Cummings of 
Maryland, the Oversight 
Committee Chairman who 
died in October. 
Cummings, she said, re¬ 
minded her that people 
will know she was here for 
what's expected to be the 
third presidential impeach¬ 
ment in American history. 
“It will matter," she said. 

But it will not have come 
for free. By the time Nadler 
gaveled the committee 
back into session Friday 
morning, the silences and 
swift proceedings suggest¬ 
ed there was nothing left to 
say, let alone fight about. 
Nadler sat down, pulled out 
his cellphone and turned it 
off. He gaveled in the meet¬ 
ing and launched votes on 
both articles. During the roll 
call. Rep. Pramila Jayapal, 
D-Wash„ voted aye while 
holding up a pocket-sized 
copy of the Constitution. 
Collins delivered a scripted 
notice that he reserves the 
right to file dissenting views. 
Nadler dropped the gavel. 
There was no celebrating 
or showboating from the 
Democrats. □ 
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Governor on refugees: 'The inn is not full in Minnesota' 


of refugees the U.S. would 
accept from 30,000 this 
year to 18,000 in 2020, the 
lowest level since Congress 
passed the Refugee Act of 
1980. Three national reset¬ 
tlement groups have sued 
to block Trump's order. 


Minnesota Attorney Gener¬ 
al Keith Ellison announced 
late Friday afternoon that 
he has joined a coalition of 
12 attorneys general — led 
by California, Illinois and 
Maryland — in filing an am¬ 
icus brief in support of that 


lawsuit. He called the presi¬ 
dent's order "illegal and 
immoral." The brief argues 
that the order violates the 
Refugee Act and interferes 
with each state's preroga¬ 
tive to set statewide policy 
on resettlement. □ 



Gov. Tim Walz pauses during a press conference about the 
crash of a Minnesota National Guard helicopter Thursday, Dec. 
5, 2019, near Marty, Minn. 

Associated Press 


By STEVE KARNOWSKI 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Min¬ 
nesota state government 
will continue to consent to 
refugee resettlement. Gov. 
Tim Walz said Friday, in re¬ 
sponse to a recent presi¬ 
dential executive order 
that requires consent from 
states and counties. 

"The inn is not full in Min¬ 
nesota," the Democratic 
governor said in a letter 
to Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo just ahead of the 
Christmas holiday. 

Walz also said he rejects 
the intent of the execu¬ 
tive order and reserves the 
state's right to challenge its 
requirements. 

"Minnesota has a strong 
moral tradition of welcom¬ 
ing those who seek refuge," 
he wrote. "Our state has 
always stepped forward 
to help those who are flee¬ 
ing desperate situations 
and need a safe place to 
call home. In keeping with 
this proud history, I offer 
my consent to continue 
refugee resettlement in the 
State of Minnesota." 
Minnesota has the coun¬ 
try's largest Somali and 
Karen populations, the 
second-largest Hmong 
population and one of 
the largest Liberian popu¬ 
lations — all made up of 
people who fled their war- 
torn homelands and their 
descendants. According 
to State Department data, 
Minnesota ranks sixth in the 
country for refugee arrivals 
since 2001, accepting over 
43,000 individuals. 

The city of Minneapolis also 
responded to Trump's or¬ 
der Friday when its mayor 


and city council approved 
a resolution affirming a 
pledge to be a welcoming 
city that strongly supports 
the resettlement of refu¬ 
gees. The resolution also af¬ 
firmed the city's opposition 
to the Trump administra¬ 
tion's cuts to the number of 
refugees admitted into the 
U.S. Under President Don¬ 
ald Trump's executive order 
from September, state and 
local governments must 
consent to allowing refu¬ 
gee resettlement, giving 
governors, county boards 
and city governments the 
chance to decide how 
welcoming they will be. 
Kandiyohi County in west- 
central Minnesota appar¬ 
ently became the state's 
first county to consent last 
week, while others are still 
waiting to decide. 

In North Dakota, Burleigh 
County agreed Monday 
to accept no more than 
25 refugees next year after 
initially signaling it would 
become what refuge re¬ 
settlement groups be¬ 
lieved would have been 
the first local government 
in the country to block refu¬ 
gees altogether. Burleigh is 
home to about 95,000 peo¬ 
ple and includes the capi¬ 
tal city of Bismarck. The 
county board voted after 
North Dakota Gov. Doug 
Burgum last month said his 
state would continue to re¬ 
ceive refugees — as long 
as local jurisdictions agree. 
Trump's order said the ad¬ 
ministration was respect¬ 
ing communities that can't 
take in refugees. He an¬ 
nounced the change at 
the same time that his ad¬ 
ministration cut the number 
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Sen. Mitch McConnell files for seventh term in Kentucky 



Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky„ fields 
questions from reporters about an impeachment trial 
in the Senate shortly after Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., announced House Democrats are pushing 
ahead with formal charges against President Donald Trump 
saying he has put U.S. elections and national security at 
risk, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By BRUCE SCHREINER 
Associated Press 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) — 

Touting his leadership role 


as an asset for Middle 
America, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
filed for reelection Friday as 


the Kentucky Republican 
seeks a seventh term next 
year. 

McConnell, the longest- 
serving U.S. senator in Ken¬ 
tucky history, has tied him¬ 
self closely to President Don¬ 
ald Trump as he prepares 
to defend himself against a 
host of Democrats wanting 
to unseat him. 

McConnell noted that 
among the four congres¬ 
sional leaders — the top- 
ranking Republican and 
Democratic leaders in both 
chambers — he's the only 
one from the U.S. heart¬ 
land. 

"What I do is look out for 
Middle America and, in 
particular, my favorite state 
in Middle America — Ken¬ 
tucky," McConnell told re¬ 
porters at the state Capitol. 
Talking about issues that 
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hit home for Kentuckians, 
McConnell touted his role 
in making hemp a legal 
crop, saying the versatile 
plant might someday "be 
like tobacco used to be" as 
a staple for bluegrass state 
farmers. 

Kentucky has been at the 
national forefront of hemp's 
comeback among grow¬ 
ers and processors. 

The senator said he has 
steered hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of federal dollars to 
Kentucky to help combat 
opioid abuse in a state 
plagued by drug problems. 
McConnell also has been a 
key ally of Trump in putting 
conservative judges on the 
federal bench. 

As usual, McConnell has 
amassed a massive cam¬ 
paign fund, as has his 
highest-profile Democratic 
challenger, retired Marine 
combat pilot Amy Mc¬ 
Grath, who narrowly lost a 
2018 congressional race. 

As the top-ranking Re¬ 
publican in Congress, Mc¬ 
Connell is a lightning rod 
for Democrats across the 
country who want to see 
him ousted from the Sen¬ 
ate. McGrath campaign 
spokesman Terry Sebastian 


cited Republican incum¬ 
bent Matt Bevin's loss in this 
year's governor's race in his 
response to McConnell's re- 
election run. 

"Kentuckians just fired Matt 
Bevin for trying to take 
away health care from 
thousands of people and 
Sen. McConnell is next. 
For 35 years, he has done 
nothing but sell out hard¬ 
working families for his own 
personal political interests, 
and just like our former 
governor, McConnell will 
be retired this election," Se¬ 
bastian said in a statement. 
McConnell downplayed 
the role Trump's impeach¬ 
ment could have in next 
year's elections. 

"It seems like it may not 
play much of a role in the 
president's reelection cam¬ 
paign," McConnell told re¬ 
porters. 

"There’s considerable anec¬ 
dotal evidence that in the 
battleground states, it's not 
going over very well. The 
two articles of impeach¬ 
ment are pretty weak." 
McConnell later said that 
if impeachment isn't popu¬ 
lar in swing states, then "it's 
probably not a popular 
move in Kentucky." □ 


Tweet that: Trump appears 
to hit record for daily tweets 



President Donald Trump speaks during the White House Summit 
on Child Care and Paid Leave in the South Court Auditorium 
on the White House complex, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


By JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

always-prolific Tweeter-in- 
chief appears to have hit 
a new record. The presi¬ 
dent's @realDonaldTrump 
account had tweeted and 
retweeted 115 times by 
late Thursday night, mark¬ 
ing what could be his most 
active day on the platform 
yet. The avalanche came 
as the House Judiciary 


Committee pressed to¬ 
ward a historic vote to ap¬ 
prove articles of impeach¬ 
ment against him. 

Trump has noticeably 
ramped up his tweeting 
during the impeachment 
inquiry. He tweeted 77 
times Wednesday and 105 
times Sunday, repeatedly 
declaring his innocence 
and retweeting comments 
and video of supporters 
defending his conductO 
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Nearly $226M to 
restore open Gulf 
after 2010 BP oil spill 


By JANET McCONNAUGHEY 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral agencies have ap¬ 
proved nearly $226 million 
for 18 projects to restore 
open ocean and marine 
habitats that were deci¬ 
mated in the Gulf of Mex¬ 
ico by the 2010 BP oil spill. 
The projects range from 
$52.6 million to study deep- 
sea habitats to $290,000 to 
find ways to keep sea tur¬ 
tles from swallowing or get¬ 
ting snagged on hooks or 
tangled in lines set out for 
miles along reefs. 

They are described in a 
490-page report released 
Tuesday. 

The nonprofit Ocean Con¬ 
servancy said it’s “the 
world’s first plan to restore 
the open ocean and 
deep-sea environment 
from a major oil disaster.” 
“Ocean Conservancy wel¬ 
comes this major conser¬ 
vation milestone for the 
Gulf of Mexico,” CEO Ja- 
nis Searles Jones said in a 
news release. 

The explosion April 20, 2010, 
on the Deepwater Horizon 
drilling rig killed 11 work¬ 
ers. There are varying es¬ 
timates on how much oil 
was released. According 
to Ocean Conservancy, 
the well spewed 210 million 
gallons (795 million liters) of 
oil before it was capped 87 
days later. 

A federal judge tasked with 
determining how much oil 
went into the Gulf of Mex¬ 
ico for purposes of levying 
penalties ruled that 4 mil¬ 
lion barrels of oil — 168 mil¬ 
lion gallons — was released 
from the reservoir. Of that, 
810,000 barrels of oil — 34 
million gallons — was col¬ 
lected without touching 
the water and so 3.19 mil¬ 
lion barrels — nearly 134 
million gallons — of oil were 
discharged into the Gulf. 
The judge said in his ruling 
that there was no precise 
way to know how much oil 
discharged into the Gulf. 
The open ocean recovery 
plan was drawn up by the 
National Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration 
with help from the U.S. Fish 


and Wildlife Service, Na¬ 
tional Park Service, Bureau 
of Land Management, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
and U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency. 

The money is from BP's $8.8 
billion settlement for natu¬ 
ral resources damage, said 
NOAA Deepwater Horizon 
program manager Rachel 
Sweeney. 

The projects, expected to 
run two to 15 years, were 
chosen from about 1,600 
submitted by the public, 
non-governmental orga¬ 
nizations, as well as local, 
state and federal agen¬ 
cies. 

The plan includes $126.2 
million to study habitats in 
deep water and water be¬ 
tween 100 feet (30 meters) 
and more than 490 feet 
(150 meters) deep. That 
includes $35.9 million for 
high-resolution mapping 
and analysis and $52.6 mil¬ 
lion to analyze damaged 
and undamaged habitats 
at those depths, learning 
more about the corals. An¬ 
other $20.7 million would 
manage and protect cor¬ 
als and $16.9 million would 
develop techniques to 
grow and transplant them. 
The longest-running pro¬ 
gram would spend $5.7 mil¬ 
lion to create a sea turtle 
atlas indicating where and 
when species found in the 
Gulf would most likely be 
found, and how they use 
various habitats. It's among 
six programs, totaling $18.9 
million, for sea turtles. All 
five species found in the 
Gulf are threatened or en¬ 
dangered. 

About $22.9 million is dedi¬ 
cated to four programs to 
protect whales and dol¬ 
phins. 

“We will develop and im¬ 
plement tools and tech¬ 
niques to reduce risks to 
marine mammals from ves¬ 
sel collisions, ocean noise, 
and human-caused and 
natural disasters,” Laurie 
Rounds, of NOAA’s Office 
of Habitat Conservation 
said during a news tele¬ 
conference Tuesday. 
Another $57.7 million would 
protect fish, including $30 



In this April 2010 file photo, oil can be seen in the Gulf of Mexico, more than 50 miles southeast of 
Venice on Louisiana's tip, as a large plume of smoke rises from fires on BP's Deepwater Horizon 
offshore oil rig. 

Associated Press 


million for a program to 
distribute and promote 
devices that let deep-sea 
fish released by anglers be 
returned gradually to the 
depths where they live. 
When deepwater fish are 


brought rapidly to the sur¬ 
face, gases in their organs 
and tissues expand. That 
also makes it hard for them 
to swim back down, mak¬ 
ing them easy prey, the re¬ 
port said. 


“Supplying fishermen with 
the tools and knowledge to 
minimize barotrauma-relat¬ 
ed mortality would result in 
increased survival of fish re¬ 
leased during recreational 
fishing activities,” it said.Q 
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Brazilians arrive in waves at the U.S.-Mexico border 


with the Northern Triangle mates he's ferried around riving in Massachusetts. Al- 
families." 200 Brazilians. "These are ready, he says, he's earning 

Those initiatives included economic refugees." three times more than what 



In this Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019 photo Helison Alvarenga, of Brazil, second from left, sits with his 
6-year-old son, David, left, and 24-year-old wife, Amanda, center, as they use a computer monitor 
while pursuing replacement passports at the New England Community Center, in Stoughton, Mass. 

Associated Press 


CEDAR ATTANASIO and 
PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
EL PASO, Texas (AP) — 

Growing up along the 
U.S.-Mexico border, hotel 
clerk Joe Luis Rubio never 
thought he'd be trying to 
communicate in Portu¬ 
guese on a daily basis. 

But with hundreds of Bra¬ 
zilians crossing from Ciu¬ 
dad Juarez, Mexico, each 
week, the Motel 6 by the 
airport has become a step¬ 
ping stone for thousands of 
the Portuguese speakers on 
a 6,000-mile (9,500 km) jour¬ 
ney from Brazil to El Paso to 
America's East Coast. 
"Thank God for Google 
Translate or we'd be lost," 
says Rubio. 

The quiet migration of 
around 17,000 Brazilians 
through a single U.S. city in 
the past year reveals a new 
frontier in the Trump ad¬ 
ministration's effort to shut 
down the legal immigration 
pathway for people claim¬ 
ing fear of persecution. 

Like hundreds of thousands 
of families from Honduras, 
El Salvador, and Guate¬ 
mala, known collectively as 
the Northern Triangle, Bra¬ 
zilians have been crossing 
the border here and apply¬ 
ing for asylum. 

Nationwide, some 18,000 
Brazilians were appre¬ 
hended in the fiscal year 
ending in October, a 600% 
increase from the previ¬ 
ous high in 2016. Brazilians 
crossing in the El Paso Sec¬ 
tor, which covers South¬ 
ern New Mexico and West 
Texas, accounted for 95% 
of the apprehensions na¬ 
tionwide, according to U.S. 
Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection. 

On Monday, acting CBP 
chief Mark Morgan vowed 
to try to shut down asylum 
for migrants from outside 
Spanish-speaking Central 
America and South Ameri¬ 
ca. 

"We're seeing, again, indi¬ 
viduals from extraterritorial 
countries, extra-continen¬ 
tal, come in from Brazil, Hai¬ 
ti, Africans," said Morgan. 
He pledged to implement 
rules to bar migrants from 
those countries "with the 
same level of commitment 
that we came up with ini¬ 
tiatives to address the issue 


making families wait in of¬ 
ten dangerous Mexican 
border towns for months to 
apply for asylum, returning 
them to Mexico to await 
court hearings and a re¬ 
cent rule that effectively 
rejects nearly all asylum 
claims, regardless of merit. 
The result has been a mish¬ 
mash of pseudo deporta¬ 
tions to countries where 
migrants have never lived 
and where they face barri¬ 
ers to work or access to ba¬ 
sic social services. 

Brazilian families are not 
held indefinitely in deten¬ 
tion but instead released to 
Annunciation House, a net¬ 
work of shelters, where they 
can stay for a few days 
while they arrange flights to 
other cities in the U.S. 
They're often taken to the 
airport in a minivan driven 
by Phil Porter. 

"It takes a lot for somebody 
to pack up and leave their 
country, especially when 
they're family oriented," 
says Porter, 72, who esti- 


Brazil plunged into its worst- 
ever recession in 2015 and 
2016 and is headed toward 
its third consecutive year 
of roughly 1% growth. The 
economy's persistent fail¬ 
ure to gain steam means 
joblessness has remained 
stubbornly in the double¬ 
digits, with the most recent 
reading at 11.6%. Adding 
underemployment, the fig¬ 
ure more than doubles to 
almost one quarter of the 
work force, or 27 million 
people. 

Massachusetts officials 
and community leaders 
say they've felt the surge in 
Brazilian migrants this past 
year, with more families 
seeking immigration servic¬ 
es and enrolling their chil¬ 
dren in public school. The 
state has the second larg¬ 
est population of Brazilians 
in the U.S. after Florida, ac¬ 
cording to 2015 U.S. Census 
data. 

Recent immigrant Helison 
Alvarenga says he started 
working the day after ar- 


he earned as a mechanic 
in Brazil. 

"Things are in pretty bad 
shape in Brazil right now. 
The only way to have a 
better life in Brazil is to go to 
college, but college is very 
expensive," said Alvaren¬ 
ga, speaking in Portuguese 
through a translator. 

The New England winter 
has also been tougher than 
he expected, he admits. 

"It makes me homesick. 
I miss the warmth and 
the sun," he said. "If I won 
enough on a scratch ticket. 
I'd go back tomorrow." 
Many coming from Brazil 
are petitioning for asylum, 
citing the country's high un¬ 
employment and persistent 
corruption and violence, 
says Luciano Park, an immi¬ 
gration lawyer in Waltham 
who came from Brazil to at¬ 
tend law school in Boston. 
But Brazilian asylum seekers 
face an uphill climb. Simply 
seeking to escape Brazil's 
chronic, gang-related vio¬ 
lence often isn't enough to 


claim asylum. Park said. 
Women citing domestic 
violence reasons are also 
less likely to win their cases 
under tougher asylum rules 
imposed by the Trump ad¬ 
ministration. 

"Before these were good 
cases," Park said. "But it's 
just become tougher to ar¬ 
gue." 

Tourist and student visas 
have been more difficult 
for Brazilians to get as more 
clamored for them in the 
recent economic down¬ 
turn, says Francis Brink, an 
immigration lawyer in Or¬ 
lando, Florida. 

He has taken a few clients 
who were persecuted by 
the government because 
they were police officers 
or military officials resist¬ 
ing corruption. But he turns 
most asylum seekers away, 
not wanting to give them 
false hope. 

Many single adult Brazilian 
migrants are being held 
in immigration detention 
while their asylum claims 
are processed. Others have 
tried to dodge detention 
by pretending to be a par¬ 
ent or a minor, often using 
IDs fraudulently obtained 
in Brazil. Homeland Security 
Investigations agents have 
been filing allegations of 
so-called "family fraud" by 
Brazilians at least a few 
times per month. 

On a recent Tuesday, the 
Motel 6 is half empty, with 
only two Brazilian families 
staying there. 

In room 127, a 42-year-old 
mother from Maranhao is 
in bed watching TV. She's 
waiting with her 16-year 
old son for a flight to Phila¬ 
delphia, where they have 
family. 

She said they spent four 
days in a Border Patrol tent 
detention camp before 
being released. 

"It was miserable," she said. 
While stays at the Motel 6 
are down, more migrants 
are staying for longer at 
Annunciation House, ac¬ 
cording to the shelter's di¬ 
rector, Ruben Garcia. 

"One of the things that may 
have changed is we have 
Brazilians that don't have 
some of the financial re¬ 
sources that some of the 
Brazilians did a while back," 
Garcia said. □ 
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Boy, 13, arrested in killing of Barnard College freshman 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A 

13-year-old boy has been 
arrested in the fatal stab¬ 
bing of a Barnard College 
student in a park near the 
school’s New York City 
campus, two law enforce¬ 
ment officials with knowl¬ 
edge of the investigation 
said Friday. 

The boy was charged with 
murder in the slaying of 
18-year-old freshman Tessa 
Majors and is expected to 
be tried as a juvenile delin¬ 
quent in family court, said 
the people, who were not 
authorized to speak public¬ 
ly about the case and did 
so on condition of anonym¬ 
ity. 

As many as three attackers 
were involved, police have 
said, and the president of 
Barnard College said Ma¬ 
jors was stabbed during an 
armed robbery. 

Authorities on Thursday 
questioned two people 
who were later released, 
police said. 

New York police spokes¬ 
man Andrew Lava de¬ 
clined comment on the 
arrest of the boy but Po¬ 
lice Commissioner Dermot 
Shea tweeted later that 
detectives “are making sig¬ 
nificant progress, and we 
will have major updates to 
announce very soon.” 
Majors, from Charlottesville, 
Virginia, played in a rock 
band in New York and had 
told an editor from a news¬ 
paper internship in high 
school that she planned to 
take journalism classes in 
college. 

Flowers and candles were 
left at a makeshift campus 
memorial and her family 


said in a statement Friday 
that they “are devastated 
by the senseless loss of our 


beautiful and talented 
Tess.” 

Majors was walking in Man¬ 
hattan’s Morningside Park 
just before 7 p.m. Wednes¬ 
day when she was accost¬ 
ed and stabbed during a 
struggle, Chief of Detec¬ 
tives Rodney Harrison said. 
She staggered up a stair¬ 
way to a nearby street, 
where she was spotted by 
a campus security guard 
who called 911, Harrison 
said. Majors died at a hos¬ 
pital. 

Investigators recovered a 
knife Thursday but were 
not certain whether it was 


connected to Majors' 
death. Police have since in¬ 
creased patrols around the 


park and campus, which 
is part of the Ivy League's 
Columbia University. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio told 
WNYC Radio that he was 
“absolutely confident that 
any individuals involved in 
this terrible, heinous attack 
will be brought to justice 
and will be brought to jus¬ 
tice quickly.” 

The 13-year-old suspect in 
Majors' death is charged 
with murder in the course of 


another crime, in this case 
the alleged robbery, the 
people with knowledge of 


the investigation said. 
Under state law, he can 
only be tried as an adult if 
he is charged with inten¬ 
tional murder. 

Juveniles convicted in New 
York state’s family courts 
can be sent to detention 
facilities until they are 21 in 
many cases, and are often 
released after that. 

Majors was killed just as the 
semester at all-women’s 
Barnard College was wind¬ 


ing down, with final exams 
set to begin Friday followed 
by a month break. 

She sang and played bass 
guitar in the rock band Pa¬ 
tient 0. In October, debut¬ 
ing in New York and writing 
on Instagram: “Safe to say 
the first NYC show went well 

Her Instagram account 
also offered glimpses into 
Majors’ personality and her 
move from Virginia to the 
big city. In one post in late 
August, she wrote about 
leaving home: “Peace out 
to the ‘ville.” In the next, 
she was hamming it up at 
Barnard: “College more 
like coollege.” 

Majors graduated high 
school in May from the 
private St. Anne’s-Belfield 
School in Charlottesville, 
where Head of School Da¬ 
vid Lourie said she was “a 
shining light in our com¬ 
munity, a good friend, re¬ 
spected classmate, trusted 
teammate, and creative 
and passionate musician.” 
Her father, Inman Majors, 
is the author of six novels 
and an English professor at 
James Madison University in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

“We are thankful for the 
incredible outpouring of 
love and support we have 
received from across the 
country,” the family state¬ 
ment said. 

“We would also like to ex¬ 
press our appreciation for 
the efforts of the men and 
women of the NYPD, who 
continue to work diligently 
on this case. ”□ 
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A woman walks past a make-shift memorial for Tessa Majors inside the Barnard College campus, 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Battle ahead: Scotland party leader vows independence push 


By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson has 
won the majority he needs 
to push through Brexit, 
but he faces another big 
challenge from Scotland, 
where the independence- 
minded Scottish National 
Party and its leader Nicola 
Sturgeon have surged to 
a commanding position. 
Here is a look at the factors 
that will make this a vexing 
issue for Johnson. 

WHO IS NICOLA STURGEON 
AND WHAT IS HER ROLE IN 
SCOTTISH POLITICS? 

The dynamic Sturgeon, 
49, is leader of the Scot¬ 
tish National Party, which 
dominates the political 
scene, and as such she is 
Scotland's first minister. She 
took over the party’s top 
post in 2014 after it lost a 
hard-fought referendum 
on independence from the 
United Kingdom. Sturgeon 
has emerged as one of the 
most talented figures on 
Britain's fractious political 
scene. 

The daughter of an electri¬ 
cian and a dental nurse, 
she became a lawyer after 
training at the University of 
Glasgow and has earned 
a reputation for being well- 
prepared, witty and at 
ease with voters, and blunt 
when she needs to be. 
Independence for Scot¬ 
land has long been her 
primary political goal. Op¬ 
ponents say they wish 
she would sometimes talk 



SCOTLAND'S 

CHOICE 


Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon speaks to supporters in Edinburgh, Scotland, Friday Dec. 13, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


about other objectives, but 
her party's surge in Thurs¬ 
day's election suggests her 
popularity remains high. 
On her day of triumph, she 
chose to directly challenge 
Johnson and the British es¬ 
tablishment by saying she 
would push hard, starting 
next week, for another ref¬ 
erendum. 

WHAT IS THE LOOMING 
CONFRONTATION ABOUT? 

Sturgeon and her party are 
dead set on holding a ref¬ 
erendum on Scottish inde¬ 
pendence, despite firm op¬ 
position from Johnson, who 
says his government would 
not authorize a vote on the 
matter. 

A Scottish breakaway 
would thrust a dagger into 
the heart of the United 
Kingdom, creating a crisis 


that Johnson is determined 
to avoid as he tries to man¬ 
age the difficult Brexit pro¬ 
cess that is his main focus. 
The British establishment 
thought it had put the mat¬ 
ter to rest when a “once- 
in-a-generation” referen¬ 
dum in 2014 turned thumbs 
down on Scottish inde¬ 
pendence by a 10-point 
margin. But it has surfaced 
again, in part because of 
issues raised by the 2016 
Brexit referendum and in 
part by the SNP’s strong 
showing on Thursday. 

WHY IS STURGEON PUSHING 
SO HARD RIGHT NOW? 
Sturgeon says things have 
changed since the first in¬ 
dependence vote, primar¬ 
ily because Britain voted in 
2016 to leave the European 
Union over the objections 


of Scottish voters, who ex¬ 
pressed a clear desire to 
remain part of the prosper¬ 
ous trading bloc. 

She says Scotland is be¬ 
ing dragged out of the EU 
against its will — and won’t 
stand for it. 

There is no question her 
standing was boosted by 
the party’s performance 
in the general election. It 
gained 13 seats and now 
holds 48 of the 59 Scotland- 
based seats in the British 
Parliament. Johnson's Con¬ 
servative Party, victorious 
elsewhere but vanquished 
in Scotland, holds just six. 
Sturgeon threw down the 
gauntlet Friday, saying she 
is demanding, not request¬ 
ing, a referendum. 

“This is not about asking 
Boris Johnson or any other 


Westminster politician for 
permission. It is instead an 
assertion of the democratic 
right of the people of Scot¬ 
land to determine their fu¬ 
ture,” she said, promising to 
begin next week the formal 
process of setting up a rec¬ 
ognized referendum. 

She did not shy away from 
confronting Johnson. Say¬ 
ing she wanted to speak 
directly to the prime min¬ 
ister, she looked at the TV 
camera and said: “You as 
the leader of a defeated 
party in Scotland have no 
right to stand in the way” of 
a second vote on indepen¬ 
dence. 

Despite Sturgeon’s con¬ 
frontational stance, it is not 
clear that Scottish voters' 
desire to break away from 
the United Kingdom has 
increased since the 2014 
vote. The vote then was 
55% to 45% against inde¬ 
pendence— and theSNP’s 
share of the popular vote 
in Scotland in Thursday’s 
election was also at 45%. 
HOW DID THE 2014 REFER¬ 
ENDUM TAKE PLACE? 

The British Parliament gave 
its formal approval to the 
2014 vote and it was bind¬ 
ing, meaning that Scotland 
would have been able 
to become an indepen¬ 
dent country if a majority 
of voters had backed the 
measure. Parliament acted 
after Scottish and UK minis¬ 
ters signed an agreement. 
The Scottish Parliament also 
gave its approval for the 

voteO 



The Alitalia check-in area is empty at Rome's Leonardo Da Vinci 
international airport, in Fiumicino, near Rome, Friday, Dec. 13, 


Strike over troubled Alitalia 
grounds flights in Italy 


2019. 

By GIADA ZAMPANO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Hundreds 
of international and do- 


Associated Press 

mestic flights in Italy were 
cancelled Friday as air 
transport workers held a 
nationwide strike to protest 


feared firings and salary 
cuts at troubled national 
carrier Alitalia. 

Attempts to find a buyer 
for the airline, run by state- 
appointed administrators 
since it declared bank¬ 
ruptcy in 2017, fell apart 
last month. Last week, the 
Italian government agreed 
to grant Alitalia a new 400 
million euros ($445 million) 
to keep it afloat until a buy¬ 
er can be found. Friday’s 
strike cancelled more than 
350 Alitalia flights, and sev¬ 
eral flights by Air Italy, a 
private carrier based in Sar¬ 


dinia. Unions say they want 
a mixture of state and pri¬ 
vate investment in Alitalia. 
“We favor both a pub¬ 
lic investment in Alitalia, 
which would grant us more 
protection on the jobs’ 
side, and a private part¬ 
ner, which would bring 
the needed know-how to 
the company,” said Guido 
Barcucci, spokesman for 
the national Filt-Cgil union, 
which on Friday participat¬ 
ed in the workers’ protests 
at Rome’s Fiumicino airport. 
“Our request is that a new 
industrial plan is drafted 


for Alitalia, excluding cuts 
in the labor force or the 
workers’ salaries,” Barcuc¬ 
ci added. Alitalia has not 
posted a profit for 15 years. 
According to analysts’ es¬ 
timates, it is losing 700,000 
euros ($780,000) per day, 
as it struggles to cope with 
low cost competition on 
short-range routes and an 
inadequate long-range 
network. Nationalization 
recently resurfaced as a 
likely option for the carrier, 
should the new loan fail to 
secure a buyer by the end 
of spring 20200 
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UN: Greece still in violation of some norms for detention 



In this Friday, Nov. 21, 2014 file photo a prisoner in Korydalos prison watches a pigeon fly, 
western of Athens. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — A 

group of United Nations 
experts on arbitrary deten¬ 
tion said Friday that de¬ 
spite some improvements, 
Greece was still in violation 
of certain international ob¬ 
ligations in how and where 
people are imprisoned. 

The U.N. Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention pre¬ 
sented a preliminary report 
following a visit to 20 de¬ 
tention facilities across the 
country between Dec. 2 
and Dec. 13. It noted sev¬ 
eral areas of concern in¬ 
volving both the criminal 
justice system and migra¬ 
tion. 

A final report will be be is¬ 
sued in several months. 
The group, which visited 
Greece following an invi¬ 
tation by the 6-month-old 
government, said it had 
enjoyed unrestricted ac¬ 
cess to facilities and full 


cooperation from Greek 
officials. 

The group’s concerns in¬ 
cluded prison overcrowd¬ 
ing, the non-segregation 
of suspects held in pre¬ 
trial detention from those 
already convicted, the 
access of asylum seekers 
to interpreters and legal 


help, and reports of arbi¬ 
trary push-backs into Tur¬ 
key of migrants attempt¬ 
ing to cross the border into 
Greece. 

Greek prisons have suf¬ 
fered from overcrowding 
for years. A recent change 
to the penal code reduc¬ 
ing the length of prison 


sentences and encour¬ 
aging the use of alterna¬ 
tives such as community 
service “are positive steps 
forward,” the group said. 
But it added that “there is 
still considerable scope for 
their implementation,” and 
noted that the conditions 
in prisons and police sta¬ 


tion holding cells “do not 
generally meet interna¬ 
tional standards.” 

The preliminary findings 
criticized the widespread 
use of pre-trial detention. It 
also said that holding peo¬ 
ple awaiting trial together 
with convicts runs contrary 
to the International Cov¬ 
enant on Civil and Politi¬ 
cal Rights and is “contrary 
to the presumption of in¬ 
nocence that all persons 
are entitled to prior to con¬ 
viction.” Regarding push- 
backs, the group said it had 
received information from 
various sources, including 
lawyers and non-govern¬ 
mental groups, that some 
migrants attempting to 
enter Greece from Turkey 
“are arrested, detained in 
very poor conditions, and 
summarily returned across 
the Greece-Turkey land 
border” without being giv¬ 
en the chance to apply for 
asylumO 


6 to remain jailed in Denmark for alleged terror attack plot 


Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Six people who 
were arrested as part of 
what Danish authorities 
alleged was an Islamist- 
inspired attack plot have 
been ordered held in pre¬ 


trial custody for four weeks. 
Police in Denmark arrested 
22 suspects in a series of 
raids across the Scandi¬ 
navian country earlier this 
week, saying they had 
thwarted extremist vio¬ 
lence. 


The six people still jailed 
have pleaded not guilty to 
preliminary terror charge. If 
formally charged and con¬ 
victed, they face poten¬ 
tial life prison sentences, 
though in practice life sen¬ 
tences end up averaging 
16 years in Denmark. 

On Friday, the Copenha¬ 
gen City Court remanded 
two men ages 24 and 25 
to custody for allegedly 
trying to buy guns, silenc¬ 
ers and ammunition that 
was “to be used in con¬ 
nection with one or several 
terror attacks in Denmark 
or abroad," according to 
prosecutors. 

The Copenhagen court 
on Thursday ordered two 
21-year-old men and a 
38-year-old woman to re¬ 
main jailed for allegedly 
trying to produce one or 
several bombs with the ex¬ 


plosive TATP, the prosecu¬ 
tion said. 

TATP, or tri-acetone tri-per- 
oxide, has been used in ex¬ 


tremist attacks worldwide 
and has been nicknamed 
the “mother of Satan” be¬ 
cause of its volatility. Q 



A heavy police presence outside Copenhagen City Court in 
Copenhagen on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Polish gov’t defends law to ‘discipline’ judges, amid outcry 



People take part in a street demonstration to show solidarity with judges facing increased political 
pressure from the country’s right-wing government in Warsaw, Poland, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

The prime minister of Lib¬ 
ya’s U.N.-supported gov¬ 
ernment Friday shrugged 
off threats by his rival, the 
commander of a self-styled 
army waging a months- 
long offensive to capture 
the capital Tripoli that the 
“zero hour” of the battle 
has begun. 

Prime Minister Fayez Sarraj 
called on Libyans to rally 
around him in the defense 
of the nation. 

Sarraj’s call came a day af¬ 
ter Gen. Khalifa Flitter of the 
self-styled Libyan National 
Army declared a final, “de¬ 
cisive battle” to take Tripoli 
from Sarraj's U.N.-support- 
ed government. “The zero 
hour has ticked,” Flitter said 
in a televised speech late 
Thursday. 

Since 2015, war-torn Libya 
has been divided between 
two governments, one in 
the east and the other in 
the west, based in Tripoli 
and supported by the Unit¬ 
ed Nations, as well as Italy, 


Turkey and Qatar. After 
nearly eight months of fight¬ 
ing, Khalifa’s forces have 
not taken Tripoli but have 
been held off on the city’s 
southern edges, instead 
laying siege on the Libyan 
capital. The stalemated 
fighting has so far left more 
than 1,000 people dead, 
mostly combatants. Tens of 


thousands of civilians have 
been displaced. 

In a video posted on the 
Libyan government’s Face- 
book page, Sarraj dismissed 
Hitter’s claim about a new 
push as “lies” and “delu¬ 
sions" and said his forces 
have already “taught the 
invaders a lesson." 

“I call upon you to rally 


around the project of a 
civil state and to show faith 
in our right to build a state, 
based on institutions, the 
rule of law and liberties,” 
Sarraj said. “Libya can only 
end up as an oasis for free¬ 
dom and democracy." 
Since the fighting erupted, 
Sarraj has portrayed him¬ 
self as a democratic leader 


who strives to thwart his ri¬ 
val's alleged attempts to 
instate a military dictator¬ 
ship in Libya. Meanwhile, 
Flitter has argued that his 
military operation seeks to 
purge the capital of radi¬ 
cal militias allied with Sar¬ 
raj’s government. 

The latest statements from 
Flitter and Sarraj come 
amid heightened tension 
between the two warring 
sides after Sarraj's govern¬ 
ment signed a security ar¬ 
rangement and maritime 
deal with Turkey last month. 
Earlier this week, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyeb Er- 
dogan said the agreement 
gives his country the right 
to send troops to Libya to 
fend off Hitter’s forces from 
Tripoli. The head of the EU’s 
delegation for relations with 
Maghreb Countries, An¬ 
drea Cozzolino, said Friday 
she was concerned about 
Hitter’s threats and warned 
that a new offensive would 
only lead “to more suffering 
for the Libyan civilian pop¬ 
ulation, who have already 
paid a high price.” □ 


Libyan PM unfazed by commander's zero hour Tripoli push 



In this Aug. 14, 2017 file photo, Libyan militia commander General Khalifa Hitter, top center, 
listens to Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, bottom center, during their meeting in Moscow, 
Russia. 

Associated Press 


By NOHA ELHENNAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — The prime 
minister of Libya's U.N.-sup- 
ported government Friday 
shrugged off threats by his 
rival, the commander of a 
self-styled army waging a 
months-long offensive to 
capture the capital Tripoli 
that the “zero hour" of the 
battle has begun. 

Prime Minister Fayez Sarraj 
called on Libyans to rally 
around him in the defense 
of the nation. 

Sarraj's call came a day 
after Gen. Khalifa Flitter 
of the self-styled Libyan 
National Army declared 
a final, “decisive battle” 
to take Tripoli from Sar¬ 
raj's U.N.-supported gov¬ 
ernment. “The zero hour 
has ticked,” Flitter said in 
a televised speech late 
Thursday. 

Since 2015, war-torn Lib¬ 
ya has been divided be¬ 
tween two governments, 
one in the east and the 
other in the west, based 
in Tripoli and supported by 


the United Nations, as well 
as Italy, Turkey and Qatar. 
In April, Hitter’s east-based 
army, which is backed by 
France, Russia and key 
Arab countries, including 
Egypt, the United Arab 


Emirates and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, launched its push on 
the capital. 

After nearly eight months 
of fighting. Khalifa’s forces 
have not taken Tripoli but 
have been held off on the 


city’s southern edges, in¬ 
stead laying siege on the 
Libyan capital. The stale¬ 
mated fighting has so far 
left more than 1,000 peo¬ 
ple dead, mostly combat¬ 
ants. Tens of thousands of 


civilians have been dis¬ 
placed. 

In a video posted on the 
Libyan government's 
Facebook page, Sarraj 
dismissed Hitter’s claim 
about a new push as “lies” 
and “delusions” and said 
his forces have already 
“taught the invaders a les¬ 
son.” 

“I call upon you to rally 
around the project of a 
civil state and to show 
faith in our right to build 
a state, based on institu¬ 
tions, the rule of law and 
liberties,” Sarraj said. “Lib¬ 
ya can only end up as an 
oasis for freedom and de¬ 
mocracy.” 

Since the fighting erupted, 
Sarraj has portrayed him¬ 
self as a democratic lead¬ 
er who strives to thwart his 
rival's alleged attempts to 
instate a military dictator¬ 
ship in Libya. Meanwhile, 
Flitter has argued that his 
military operation seeks to 
purge the capital of radi¬ 
cal militias allied with Sar¬ 
raj’s government. □ 
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Another opioid crisis is raging through the developing world 



In this Oct. 31,2019, photo, an Indian drug user lies unconscious by the side of a road in Kapurthala, 
in the northern Indian state of Punjab. 

Associated Press 


By EMILY SCHMALL 
CLAIRE GALOFARO 
Associated Press 
KAPURTHALA, India (AP) — 

Reports rolled in with esca¬ 
lating urgency — pills seized 
by the truckload, pills swal¬ 
lowed by schoolchildren, 
pills in the pockets of dead 
terrorists. 

These pills, the world has 
been told, are safer than 
the OxyContins, the Vico- 
dins, the fentanyls that have 
wreaked so much devasta¬ 
tion. But now they are the 
root of what the United Na¬ 
tions named “the other opi¬ 
oid crisis” — an epidemic 
featured in fewer headlines 
than the American one, as 
it rages through the most 
vulnerable countries on the 
planet. 

Mass abuse of the opioid 
tramadol spans continents, 
from India to Africa to the 
Middle East, creating in¬ 
ternational havoc some 
experts blame on a loop¬ 
hole in narcotics regulation 
and a miscalculation of the 
drug’s danger. The man¬ 
made opioid was touted as 
able to relieve pain with lit¬ 
tle risk of abuse. Unlike oth¬ 
er opioids, tramadol flowed 
freely around the world, un¬ 
burdened by international 
controls that track most 
dangerous drugs. 

But abuse is now so ram¬ 
pant some countries con¬ 
sumed by it are asking in¬ 
ternational authorities to 
intervene. Grunenthal, the 
German company that 
originally made the drug. 


is campaigning for the 
status quo, arguing inter¬ 
national regulations make 
narcotics difficult to get in 
countries with disorganized 
health systems, and adding 
tramadol to the list would 
deprive patients in pain ac¬ 
cess to any opioid at all. 
“This is a huge public health 
dilemma," said Dr. Gilles 
Forte, the secretary of the 
World Health Organiza¬ 
tion's committee that rec¬ 
ommends how drugs should 
be regulated. Tramadol is 
available in war zones and 
impoverished nations be¬ 
cause it is unregulated. But 
it is widely abused for the 
same exact reason. “It’s 


a really very complicated 
balance to strike.” Tra¬ 
madol is not as deadly as 
other opioids and the crisis 
isn’t killing with the ferocity 
of America’s struggle withe 
the drugs. Still, individual 
governments from the U.S. 
to Egypt to Ukraine have 
realized the drug’s dangers 
are not as limited as be¬ 
lieved and worked to rein 
in the tramadol trade. The 
north Indian state of Pun¬ 
jab, the center of India’s 
opioid epidemic, was the 
latest to crack down. The 
pills were everywhere, as 
legitimate medication sold 
in pharmacies, but also il¬ 
licit counterfeits hawked by 


street vendors. 

This year, authorities seized 
hundreds of thousands of 
tablets, banned most phar¬ 
macy sales and shut down 
counterfeit pill factories, 
pushing the price from 35 
cents for a 10-pack to $14. 
The government opened a 
network of treatment cen¬ 
ters, fearing those who had 
become opioid addicted 
would resort to heroin out 
of desperation. Hordes of 
people rushed in to seek 
help in dealing with excru¬ 
ciating withdrawal. 

For some, tramadol had 
become as essential as 
food. 

“Like if you don’t eat, you 


start to feel hungry. Similar 
is the case with not taking 
it," said auto shop welder 
Deepak Arora, a gaunt 
30-year-old who took 15 
tablets day, so much he 
had to steal from his family 
to pay for pills. “You are like 
a dead person.” 

Jeffery Bawa, an officer 
with the United Nations Of¬ 
fice on Drugs and Crime, 
realized what was happen¬ 
ing in 2016. 

Police began finding pills 
on terrorists, who traffic it 
to fund their networks and 
take it to bolster their ca¬ 
pacity for violence, Bawa 
said. 

Most of it was coming from 
India. The country's sprawl¬ 
ing pharmaceutical in¬ 
dustry is fueled by cheap 
generics. Pill factories pro¬ 
duce knock-offs and ship 
them in bulk around the 
world, in doses far exceed¬ 
ing medical limits. 

In 2017, law enforcement 
reported that $75 million 
worth of tramadol from In¬ 
dia was confiscated en 
route to the Islamic State 
terror group. Authorities in¬ 
tercepted 600,000 tablets 
headed for Boko Haram. 
Another 3 million were 
found in a pickup truck in 
Niger, in boxes disguised 
with U.N. logos. The agency 
warned that tramadol was 
playing “a direct role in the 
destabilization of the re¬ 
gion.” “We cannot let the 
situation get any further 
out of control," that alert 
readO 


Afghan presidential candidate to allow ballot recount 


Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— Afghanistan presiden¬ 
tial candidate Abdullah 
Abdullah announced 
Friday he has agreed to 
allow a ballot recount 
in provinces where his 
supporters had stopped 
the process for almost a 
month. 

Abdullah, who serves as 
the country’s chief exec¬ 
utive in a fragile national 
unity government with 
President Ashraf Ghani, 
addressed the media fol¬ 
lowing a conference with 
supporters. He said he 
won’t accept any elec¬ 


tion result until all fake bal¬ 
lots are removed. 

The Afghan Election Com¬ 
mission tried to launch a 
ballot recount in Novem¬ 
ber but Abdullah halted 
the attempt, saying he 
wouldn’t let his observers 
participate. 

Afghanistan’s election and 
election complaint com¬ 
missions had repeatedly 
requested that Abdullah's 
supporters allow the ballot 
recount process to move 
forward and promised to 
release results based on 
valid ballots. 

The Sept. 28 election has 
been mired in controversy. 


Rivals Ghani and Abdullah, 
are the top candidates. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
if Abdullah would send any 
of his observers to take part 
in the recount process. 

A date to announce pre¬ 
liminary election results 
was still not clear on Friday 
but if no candidate obtains 
more than 50% of the vote, 
a second round of voting 
will be held. 

Ghani and Abdullah head 
a fragile national unity gov¬ 
ernment that was put to¬ 
gether under U.S. pressure 
after both leaders claimed 
victory in Afghanistan’s last 
elections in 2014. □ 



Afghan presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah, center, 
addresses the media following a conference with his party 
members and few candidates in Kabul, Afghanistan, Friday, 
Dec. 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Critics say Guatemala commission undermining anti-graft push 



Guatemalan congressman Juan Ramon Lau, answers questions from journalists before starting a 
session of Congress in Guatemala City, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SONIA PEREZ D. 
Associated Press 
GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — 

One by one, witnesses sat in 
the elegant wooden chair 
in Guatemala’s Congress 
in recent weeks to air their 
grievances against the 
U.N.-sponsored anti-graft 
commission that over the 
course of 12 years helped 
bring to justice hundreds 
of politicians, businesspeo¬ 
ple, judges and others ac¬ 
cused of corruption. 

They have included rela¬ 
tives of a suspect com¬ 
plaining about a preven¬ 
tive prison order, even 
though he has been a 
fugitive from justice for 
six years, and allies of a 
man convicted of crimes 
against humanity during 
Guatemala’s bloody 1960- 
1996 civil war, a case in 
which the U.N. commission, 
known as Cicig for its initials 
in Spanish, was not even in¬ 
volved. 

Cicig won plaudits at 
home and abroad for its 
work, hand-in-hand with 
Guatemalan prosecutors, 
to bring corruption cases 
against hundreds of the 
country's powerful and 
privileged, including two 
ex-presidents and then- 
sitting President Otto Perez 


Molina, who remains be¬ 
hind bars. But after its in¬ 
vestigations touched the 
inner circle of current Presi¬ 
dent Jimmy Morales and 
the president himself, he 
shut the commission down 
and it ceased functioning 
Sept. 3, when its mandate 
ran out without being re¬ 
newed. 

Human rights groups 
warned at the time of a 


possible backlash against 
those who carried out the 
corruption investigations, 
and those worries appear 
to have been born out in 
the congressional Truth 
Commission launched 
days later, tasked with 
compiling a report on 
Cicig's activities. Critics say 
it seeks to discredit and un¬ 
dermine the commission’s 
work and derail ongoing 


prosecutions even as many 
of Cicig's most high-profile 
investigations are set to see 
trial in 2020. And they fear 
it could be used to bring 
charges against investiga¬ 
tors, judges and prosecu¬ 
tors whose efforts put the 
bigwigs behind bars. 

Juan Ramon Lau, the con¬ 
gressman presiding over 
the commission, said it has 
heard from more than 20 


people who say they were 
victimized by Cicig and 
about 40 are expected 
to appear before it wraps 
up. He defended the com¬ 
mission, saying its mission is 
for “the truth to be known 
about what Cicig did.” 

But Ivan Velasquez, a Co¬ 
lombian lawyer who led 
Cicig for years, argued 
that the body violates the 
principle of separation of 
powers and “constitutes 
an illegal interference by 
the legislative branch” into 
independent entities. 

“The ultimate goal of the 
commission ... is to disrupt 
the (legal) cases that are 
under way,” Velasquez 
said. U.N. deputy spokes¬ 
man Farhan Haq said 
Secretary-General An¬ 
tonio Guterres believes 
Cicig “made a decisive 
contribution to strengthen 
the rule of law as well as 
strengthen investigation 
and prosecution capaci¬ 
ties in Guatemala over its 
12 years of operation.” 

He added that Guterres 
thanked Cicig workers for 
“their professionalism and 
commitment to assist in the 
cause of justice. He also 
trusts that efforts to fight 
impunity will continue" in 
Guatemala. □ 


Vale-commissioned report says no warning before dam collapse 



In this Jan. 28, 2019 file photo, firefighters watch the body 
of a person they pulled from the mud, as it is lifted up and 
taken away by a helicopter days after a dam collapse in 
Brumadinho, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By DIANE JEANTET 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A 

company-commissioned 
study released Thursday 
on a deadly dam break in 
Brazil found that none of 
the structure's monitoring 
systems gave warning of 
the collapse that killed at 
least 257 people — though 
other experts have said 
the disaster could have 
been prevented. 

The report released by the 
mining giant Vale said that 
“none of the monitoring 
devices detected precur¬ 
sors to failure" ahead of 
the Jan. 25 disaster in the 
city of Brumadinho. 

The collapse killed at least 
257 people, with 13 people 
still missing. It unleashed 
a torrent of thick reddish- 
brown mud that destroyed 
houses, roads and trees 


and contaminated near¬ 
by rivers. 

It prompted a wave of crit¬ 
icism of the mining com¬ 
pany and of industry regu¬ 
lators. 

A report released by con¬ 
gressional investigators in 
October recommended 
charges against the com¬ 
pany and several senior 
executives, and the case 
remains under investiga¬ 
tion by prosecutors. 

The authors of the 81 -page 
Vale-commissioned study 
also concluded that dam 
collapses are “rarely due 
to one cause" and listed 
several contributing fac¬ 
tors, from design and con¬ 
struction of the structure, 
to water management is¬ 
sues and intense rainfall. 
The report states that none 
of the four experts that co¬ 
authored the study had 


previously worked for Vale 
or on any matter relating 
to the dam, though critics 
questioned its objectivity. 
Cannelle Lavite, a legal 
adviser at the European 
Center for Constitutional 
and Human Rights in Ger¬ 
many, said some of the 
Vale report’s findings con¬ 
tradicted previous investi¬ 
gations. She had been part 
of a separate investigation 
into the role of a German 
company that had certi¬ 
fied the dam’s safety. 

The Vale-commissioned 
report states that there 
were no “apparent signs 
of distress prior to failure,” 
a crucial point about the 
possible responsibility of 
the firm. 

“That is in contradiction 
with Brazilian prosecutors 
who found very serious is¬ 
sues of drainage in the 


year prior to the failure 
and in the few days before 
as well,” said Lavite, who 
traveled to the mining site 
in Brumadinho. She said 
parliamentary inquiries 


had also found that prior 
signs of possible failures 
had appeared. “It is clear 
they don’t want to ac¬ 
knowledge any warning 
signs,” she saidO 
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The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

Win a FERRARI 488 SPIDER or $250,000 CASH! 



PALM BEACH — The big day 
is here! It’s the grand finale 
of the campaign ‘DEAL OR 
WHEEL’ and on December 
14th, 2019 a lucky winner 
will walk away with a FER¬ 
RARI 488 SPIDER or $250,000 
CASH at The Casino at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. 

At the beginning of the 
year The Casino at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba made histo¬ 
ry during the launch of their 
campaign where they an¬ 
nounced the grand prize to 
be a Ferrari 488 Spider. In 
October, they announced 
an additional option to this 
campaign where the lucky 
winner could choose be¬ 
tween the Ferrari 488 Spider 
or $250,000 cash. The mag¬ 
nitude of the campaign is 
something historic in the 
Caribbean, where a casino 
gives their players the op¬ 
portunity to win a sports car 
or a cash prize of $250,000. 

All visitors of the Casino still 
have the chance to be a 


winner until 8PM. To partici¬ 
pate is easy. You must be 
a member of the VIP Club. 
If you are not a member 
yet hurry up you are still in 
time to sign up. For every 
80 points accumulated on 
slot machines or $40 win 


in table games you will re¬ 
ceive a raffle ticket. At ex¬ 
actly 9PM, 5 finalist will be 
selected from the ‘raffle 
pool’ which will complete 
the total of 20 finalist com¬ 
peting for the Grand Finale. 


The lucky winner of the Fer¬ 
rari 488 Spider or $250,000 
cash will be selected at 
midnight at The Casino at 
The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. The 
grand event will begin at 
8PM with entertainment by 
one of Aruba’s most popu¬ 


lar bands Buleria. There’s 
also a special menu avail¬ 
able at Divi Lounge. 

All guests are enthusiasti¬ 
cally waiting to see if they 
are the lucky winners of a 
luxury car or the cash prize. 
The Casino at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba is happy 
with the positive response 
they have been receiving 
throughout the campaign, 
and they are preparing a 
tremendous campaign for 
2020. The Casino at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba is known for 
their high-quality of service 
and guarantees a unique 
vacation experience. They 
also offer the best Tier Pro¬ 
gram with exclusive ben¬ 
efits on the island for their 
loyal clients. 

For more information on 
how to participate pass by 
the VIP Desk at The Casino 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
or call 527-2276/ 527-2277 
and they will be happy to 
assist you.Q 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today likes to wel¬ 
come readers to participate in our newspa¬ 
per. You can see that in our Honored Guest- 
publications, specials like on Valentine’s 
Day and on other occasions. Throughout 
the year you are always welcome to send 
us your vacation picture(s) together with 
completing the sentence: Aruba to me is 
.(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

For today’s newspaper we received a 
great picture from Makayla Mackey. 
She wrote: 

Aruba to me is .... 
Home! 

Makayla send us a great picture to show us 
how much fun they have when vacationing 
on the island. The two ladies on the picture 
have been coming to the island for more 
than 30 times and have been honored as 
Distinguished Visitors. They are all posing 
with a special sign meaning ‘Got Bills’Q 




















EAGLE BEACH — Sometimes everything comes together. You're looking for this spe¬ 
cial family place while vacationing or you are a local resident who wishes a secure 
and comfortable house within a serviced residence to enjoy your retirement. You’d 
also like to make an investment that brings you a profit and at the same time you 
want to deal with a trustworthy and secure company. Azure Beach Residences has 
all of the above under one roof. New offering by the successful Pering Group: The 
Villas. 


IN THE MARKET!! Your Own Beach Villa with a Backyard of Green Tranquility 

Azure Beach Residences The Villas 
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Developer Pering Group’s quality is already visible with Azure Beach Residences 
(sold for 90 % already) at Eagle Beach and Harbour House Condominiums (sales go¬ 
ing beyond expectations) in Oranjestad. Now their newest product is The Villas with 
the same formula: a quality product for a good price, a trustworthy developer and 
a prime location. Take a look at this hot opportunity: only six fantastic villas on the 
border of a bird sanctuary and opposite the white-sand Eagle Beach. 

The Villas are designed in modern architecture with panoramic windows where the 
green environment from the bird sanctuary (Bubali Plas) can flow freely inside. That 
is the feel you get with the Azure Villas. Just behind the condominium towers we 
have found this quiet space where you can have your family’s second home or en¬ 
joy your well-deserved retirement. Big benefit: you will not only have a villa with four 
bedrooms and three bathrooms, but also an option for an annex that has one bed¬ 
room and one bathroom which can be rented out to cover your villa's expenses. 
Your own private pool is optional too. 

A private house within the frame of a residence 

Picture this: in the morning the kids are playing in their rooms while you take your 
coffee outside to the patio to enjoy the birds singing in the lush greens that surround 
you. After breakfast you gather your stuff to walk to the residence pools or cross 
the street to jump into the Caribbean Sea. This is no movie, this is for real. You are in 
paradise, you own your own villa and you have a decent return-on-investment. Not 
to be forgotten: you can make use of all facilities and services that are offered by 
Azure Beach Residences and there is 24-hours security. Best of it all is that the prices 
are very reasonable, especially when compared to similar offerings in the market. 

Upgraded Environment 

The environment of Azure Beach Residences and the Azure Villas will be improved 
as the government is extending the Linear Park, a lovely paved route that eventu¬ 
ally connects the length of the island's west coast from the Airport to Arashi Beach. 
The trail is lined with trees for shade and offers secure space for walkers, runners and 
cyclers. All together you will be assured to have your perfect picture here. 

Are you curious? Azure Beach Residences welcomes you to step in and hear more 
about this great opportunity! Hear us out and see for yourselfO 



WINNING POINTS 

• Closed gated community with all amenities Azure 
Beach Residences has to offer 

• Spacious villa with lots of light coming in and full pri¬ 
vacy PLUS the annex can be rented out 

• Your backyard is the Bubali Bird Sanctuary and the 
white-sand Eagle Beach on the opposite side of the 
street 

• New walk-run-cycle trail and park right by the front of 
the property 

• Well-priced in comparison with equally sized offerings 

• Developer with a trustworthy image and proven track 
record of success 



AZLRE 


BEACH RESIDENCES 


For more information you can visit 
the website: 

http:// www.azure-aruba.com. 
The sales office is open every 
week day from 9 AM -5 PM, 
Saturdays 10 AM - 1 PM. 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 


NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 22, 2019 


100.000 POINTS AWARDED 

Every Friday, Saturday arid Sunday 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 


LOCAL!™ 
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SUNOAY 



Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

@Bo0®® to Oadi Fcfese 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $5QG Caih Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card before noon! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 



and swipe up to Five times daily at any kiosk. 

See Pfaysr*' Qub for detotfc 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Santa's Cause Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Every year 
on Christmas day many 
fortunate children get one 
or more presents. But did 
you know there are many 
children who don’t get 
any presents on Christmas 
day? Santa’s Cause wants 
to make sure every child 
in Aruba gets a present on 
Christmas day. 

Santa's Cause Aruba is a 
charity project with the 
purpose of giving a mini¬ 
mum of 100 less fortunate 


children (ages 0-12) a gift 
on Christmas day. The idea 
started in 2018 with a group 
of Aruban students in The 
Netherlands who felt the 
need to do something for 
the children in need on 
their island. A total of 200 
children were able to re¬ 
ceive a gift and also they 
managed to hand out bas¬ 
kets with goods to 20 fami¬ 
lies in need. Due to this suc¬ 
cess they are doing it this 
year once again. To make 
this possible they will need 




all the help they can get 
from the community. 

How can you help? 
Become a godparent 
As a godparent you will be 
given the age and gender 
of the child (ren) to whom 
you will have to buy a gift. 
Donate money 
Every dollar will help! With 
the donations they receive, 
new toys will be bought for 
the less fortunate children 
in Aruba. 


Donate products for the 
baskets 

Canned food, sugar, rice, 
cereal, powdered milk, hy¬ 
giene products, baby prod¬ 
ucts, diapers and cleaning 
products are welcome to 
support the families. 

The deadline for the do¬ 
nations is December 19th 
2019. Drop off locations 
are: Lindy Boutique, 

MOSSA, Arashi Beach 
Shack, Jona's Best Snacks 


and Beautybar by Alice. 
To join this great cause just 
send a message on the 
Facebook page Santa’s 
Cause Aruba or Instagram 
santascausearuba2019. 

On behalf of the manage¬ 
ment & PR team, Santa’s 
Cause Aruba would like to 
thank you in advance for 
your help. Your contribu¬ 
tion will make many chil¬ 
dren and parents happy 
this Christmas. □ 
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100,000 POINTS AWARDED 

Every Friday, Saturday arid Sunday 
Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 
and swipe up to Five times daily at any kiosk. 


See Waver*' Club hr details. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 


NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 22, 2019 


Aruba to Me Christmas Vibes 


ORANJESTAD - We would like 
to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vaca¬ 
tion picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island this Christmas 
season. 

Complete the sentence: Aru¬ 
ba to me is. And send us 

your picture with text (includ¬ 
ing your name and where 
you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com. We will publish 
your vacation memory in our 
newspaper and online. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your holiday memories alive? 
Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other ma¬ 
terials, you give permission to 
the Aruba Today Newspaper, 
Caribbean Speed Printers 
and any of its affiliated com¬ 
panies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out 
our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for support¬ 
ing our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day againO 
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Baltimore Ravens quarterback 
Lamar Jackson (8) runs with 
the ball during the first half of 
an NFL football game against 
the Buffalo Bills in Orchard 
Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 8, 
2019. 

Associated Press 

Lamar 
Jackson 
finishes off 
an ugly 
stereotype 

By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports Columnist 

Surely Lamar Jackson has 
put that ugly stereotype to 
rest, once and for all. 

Let's hope we never hear 
again how some dynamic 
young African-American 
quarterback would be 
better off at another posi¬ 
tion because — wink, wink 
— he's just not cut out to 
read defenses or up to the 
mental challenge. 

That narrative has largely 
changed in the NFL — 
though, obviously, not 
completely. 

With his 23rd birthday still a 
few weeks away, Jackson 
had already answered all 
the doubters but put an 
exclamation point on a 
season for the ages with 
another dynamic perfor¬ 
mance Thursday night, 
leading the Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens to a 42-21 victory over 
the New York Jets. 




Red Wings 
skid wi 


snap 
-2 win over Jets 


Winnipeg Jets iefhwing Kv yieXte bnnbr (81) and 
Detrdit lRe3 | W inqs^?enter Luke Glendening (41) 
battle for tne puck in the third period of an NHL 
hockey game Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, in Detroit. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 


Continued on Page 22 
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Americans rally late, trail by only 3 in Presidents Cup 



U.S. team player Justin Thomas, left, celebrates with his playing partner and captain. Tiger Woods, 
on the 18th green in their foursomes match during the President’s Cup golf matches at Royal 
Melbourne Golf Club in Melbourne, Friday, Dec. 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

Justin Thomas delivered 
the biggest moment for an 
American team desperate 
for one Friday in the Presi¬ 
dents Cup. 

He holed an 18-foot bird¬ 
ie putt on the final hole, 
dropped his putter and 
looked over at his partner 
U.S. captain Tiger Woods — 
and then borrowed a line 
from former NFL receiver 
Terrell Owens. 

“I love me some ME!” Thom¬ 
as screamed at Woods, 
who also dropped his put¬ 
ter and moved in for a hard 
hug. 

All the Americans gained 
was momentum. 

The International players 
are going so well at this 
Presidents Cup that they 
took its largest lead after 
any session in 16 years, and 
felt like that was the worst 
they could do. 

Building on a 4-1 lead after 
the opening session at Roy¬ 
al Melbourne, they quickly 
won two more matches in 
foursomes. 

Louis Oosthuizen and Adam 
Scott rallied from 2 down 
by winning five of the next 
seven holes and closed out 
Dustin Johnson and Matt 
Kuchar in the opening four¬ 
somes match Friday. 

Patrick Reed heard it from 


the crowd again, including 
shouts of “Patrick Cheat” 
for his rules violation last 
week in the Bahamas. 
Far tougher on Reed and 
Webb Simpson was the In¬ 
ternational team of Marc 
Leishman and Abraham 
Ancer, who seized control 
on the back nine to win, 3 
and 2. 

At one point, the board 
was filled with black-and- 


gold, the new colors of this 
inspired International team 
led by Ernie Els. 

It had to settled for a 6 1 /2- 
3 1/2 lead. 

Patrick Cantlay and Thom¬ 
as each birdied the 18th 
hole to win matches. Gary 
Woodland and Rickie Fowl¬ 
er rallied from 2 down with 
three holes to play to earn 
a halve. 

“It’s perspective, isn’t it?" 


Els said. “I've got to look at 
where we are. It's easy to 
just look at where we could 
have been, because it was 
looking really unbelievable. 
We tie this afternoon.” 

Els then considered the 
Americans have a 50 1 /2 — 
22 1/2 advantage in four¬ 
somes in winning the last 
seven times, and maybe it 
wasn’t all that bad. 

“We’re in a very good po¬ 


sition," Els said. The Interna¬ 
tional team had its largest 
lead through two sessions 
since it won at Royal Mel¬ 
bourne in 1998, the only 
time it has won the Presi¬ 
dents Cup. It also had a 
three-point lead going into 
Sunday singles in South Af¬ 
rica in 2003, the year of the 
tie. 

Even so, the Americans felt 
momentum shifting. 

“We dug ourselves out of 
what could have been a 
big hole,” Thomas said. 

The match tied going to 
the 18th, Thomas drove 
into light rough on the right, 
and Woods followed with 
a great shot that landed 
near the hole and rolled 
out 18 feet. Hideki Mat¬ 
suyama missed his 25-foot 
speedy birdie chance, and 
Thomas had the last putt 
for the win. 

“We were both scream¬ 
ing,” Woods said. “It was a 
phenomenal moment, and 
it was priceless. So I’m glad 
we were able to experi¬ 
ence it together.’O 
Equally important was 
Cantlay, who second shot 
into the par-5 15th set up 
birdie to square the match. 
Xander Schauffele gave 
him a chance at the winner 
with an approach into 15 
feet on the final hole, and 
Cantlay knocked it in. 

That was the first point.Q 


Julie Ertz named U.S. Soccer women’s player of the year 


By ANNEM. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 

Julie Ertz was named the 
U.S. Soccer women's 
Player of the Year on Fri¬ 
day for the second time. 
Ertz, a versatile midfielder 
who also won the award 
in 2017, was on the U.S. 
teams that won World 
Cup championships in 
2015 and again this sum¬ 
mer in France. 

Ertz, who played a more 
defensive role in 2015, 
scored her first World Cup 
goal this summer during a 
group-stage victory over 
Chile. The goal came on 
a leaping, twisting head¬ 
er which she celebrated 
by blowing a kiss to the 
crowd in Paris. 

“It’s been a whirlwind of 


a year and one that I’m 
extremely grateful for," Ertz 
said in a statement. “My 
team lifted me up in so 
many ways and our experi¬ 
ences on and off the field 
in 2019 just encapsulate 
the love I have for the Na¬ 
tional Team and for wear¬ 
ing this crest and what it 
represents.” 

The 27-year-old, who was 
named Young Player of the 
Year in 2012, has 95 career 
appearances with the se¬ 
nior U.S. team and started 
22 matches this year, most 
on the team. She has 20 
career goals with the na¬ 
tional team. Ertz also plays 
for the Chicago Red Stars 
of the National Women's 
Soccer League. 

With the Red Stars, she 


started in 14 games at mid¬ 
fielder and center back. 
Chicago finished in second 
place in the league stand¬ 


ings and went to the NWSL 
title game but fell to North 
Carolina. 

“Julie was such a criti¬ 


cal part of our success 
this summer,” said for¬ 
mer U.S. coach Jill Ellis, 
who stepped down fol¬ 
lowing the World Cup. 
“It's wonderful that she's 
being recognized in this 
way. She’s always a con¬ 
summate professional 
regardless of the envi¬ 
ronment. Whether it’s in 
training. National Team 
games or in the NWSL, 
she always brings a level 
of professionalism, effort 
and talent.”The women's 
Player of the Year award 
is determined by a vote 
of national team coaches 
and players, select media 
members, NWSL and se¬ 
lect college coaches, U.S. 
Soccer board members 
and others. □ 



In this Sept. 15, 2017, file photo. United States defender Julie 
Ertz (8) celebrates after scoring a goal against New Zealand 
during the first half of an international friendly soccer match in 
Commerce City, Colo. 

Associated Press 
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Fabbri scores 2, Red Wings snap 12-game winless streak 



Detroit Red Wings center Robby Fabbri, left, celebrates his goal with Patrik Nemeth (22) in the 
second period of an NHL hockey game against the Winnipeg Jets, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, in 
Detroit. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Robby Fab¬ 
bri scored twice on fortu¬ 
itous bounces off the same 
Winnipeg player, and the 
Detroit Red Wings snapped 
a 12-game winless streak 
with a 5-2 victory over the 
Jets on Thursday night. 

Both off Fabbri’s goals went 
in off the body of defense- 
man Neal Pionk, and it was 
that kind of night for the 
Red Wings, who had been 
0-10-2 in their previous 12 
and had dropped 10 in a 
row in regulation. Darren 
Helm, Filip Zadina and Filip 
Hronek also scored for De¬ 
troit. Kyle Connor scored 
twice for the Jets. 

Helm opened the scoring 
on a breakaway after a 
messy sequence of blun¬ 
ders by Winnipeg defense- 
man Nathan Beaulieu. First, 
Beaulieu let the puck get 
past him at the Detroit blue 
line. Then, after chasing it 
down in the neutral zone, 
he let the puck slip away 
from his control — right into 
the path of Helm. 

While trying to recover, 
Beaulieu skated right into 
linesman Greg Devorski, 
and at that point. Helm 
was gone. He beat goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck with a 
wrist shot to make it 1-0. 
Detroit scored on the 
power play later in the 
first period when Fabbri’s 
backhanded pass attempt 
bounced off Pionk's right 
leg and past Hellebuyck. 
The goals were fluky, but 
the Red Wings fully de¬ 
served the lead after out- 
shooting Winnipeg 14-5 in 
the first. The bounces kept 
going Detroit's way. 
LIGHTNING 3, BRUINS 2 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Steven 


Stamkos had two goals to 
extend his recent tear and 
Tampa Bay beat suddenly 
slumping Boston. 

Stamkos has scored six 
times during a four-game 
goal streak. Tampa Bay, 
which had dropped four 
of five at home, also got a 
goal from Brayden Point. 
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 27 
saves for the win. 

Patrice Bergeron and John 
Moore scored for the Bruins, 
who have lost four straight 
in regulation and five in a 
row overall (0-4-1). Tuukka 
Rask stopped 28 shots. 

The Bruins, coming off an 
intense 3-2 loss Wednes¬ 
day night at Washington 
in a matchup of the NHL’s 
top two teams, hadn’t 
dropped four consecutive 
games in regulation since 
March 2017. The five-game 
losing streak is their longest 


since an 0-5-0 stretch in 
March 2016. 

ISLANDERS 3, PANTHERS 1 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Devon 
Toews and Mathew Bar- 
zal had power-plays goals 
in a 3:51 span early in the 
second period and Thomas 
Greiss made 32 saves to 
help New York beat Florida. 
The Islanders swept the 
three-game, regular-sea¬ 
son series with the Panthers 
for the first time since 2013. 
Anders Lee added an emp¬ 
ty-net goal for New York, 
Mike Hoffman scored for 
Florida, and Sergei Bo¬ 
brovsky made 27 saves. 
PENGUINS 1, BLUE JACKETS 
0, OT 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Bryan 
Rust scored a power-play 
goal at 3:02 of overtime 
and Pittsburgh beat Co¬ 
lumbus. 

Rust controlled a bounc¬ 


ing puck at the top of the 
crease and fired it past Joo- 
nas Korpisalo for the winner 
and his 10th goal of the 
year. Tristan Jarry stopped 
17 shots for his third shutout 
in his last four appearanc¬ 
es. Jarry, who has five ca¬ 
reer shutouts, and three this 
season, established a fran¬ 
chise-record 177-minute, 
15-second shutout streak 
before the run ended dur¬ 
ing Tuesday’s home loss to 
Montreal. 

Korpisalo, who beat Pitts¬ 
burgh on Nov. 29, made 31 
saves. Columbus has lost 
four of five and six of nine. 
SABRES 4, PREDATORS 3 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Jack 
Eichel had two goals and 
extended his NHL-leading 
point streak to 15 games, 
Victor Oloffson scored in 
the third period, and Buf¬ 
falo beat Nashville. Matt 


Duchene, Colton Sissons 
and Ryan Johansen had 
goals for the Predators, 
who had a two-game win 
streak snapped. Juuse Sa- 
ros stopped 28 shots. 

BLUES 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Oskar Sun- 
dqvist had a goal and an 
assist as St. Louis beat Ve¬ 
gas. Mackenzie MacEach- 
ern, Jaden Schwartz and 
Robert Thomas also scored 
for the Blues, who snapped 
a three-game skid. Jordan 
Binnington made 27 saves 
after getting pulled from 
his previous start against 
Toronto last Saturday when 
he allowed four goals on 
11 shots. Max Pacioretty 
and William Carrier had 
the goals for the Golden 
Knights, who lost for the 
third time in four games. 
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
25 shots in his 820th career 
game, which tied Sean 
Burke for 14th on the NHL's 
all-time list. 

WILD 6, OILERS 5 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Eric 
Staal scored the go-ahead 
goal with 4:47 remaining in 
the third period, Ryan Do¬ 
nato scored for the third 
straight game and Minne¬ 
sota topped Edmonton. 
Jordan Greenway, Jason 
Zucker, Marcus Foligno and 
Luke Kunin added goals 
for Minnesota, which has 
points in 13 of its past 14 
games. Rookie goaltender 
Kaapo Kahkonen stayed 
unbeaten in four career 
games with 28 saves. 

Oscar Klefbom, Leon Drai- 
saitl, Gaetan Haas, Con¬ 
nor McDavid and James 
Neal scored for Edmonton, 
which is 2-5-1 in its past 
eight games. Mike Smith 
stopped 21 shots.Q 






























Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) scrambles for 
yardage against the New York Jets during the first half of an NFL 
football game, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, in Baltimore. 
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Jackson, Ravens beat Jets 42-21 
to clinch AFC North title 


By DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Only 
minutes removed from 
watching his team roll to 
its 10th consecutive victo¬ 
ry, coach John Harbaugh 
showed up to the post¬ 
game news conference 
wearing a white hat pro¬ 
claiming Baltimore to be 
AFC North champions. 

No small accomplishment, 
winning that tough division 
two years in a row. 

“We're very proud of that,” 
Harbaugh said. “It's our first 
goal. Not our top goal.” 
Indeed. After Lamar Jack- 
son ran and passed the Ra¬ 
vens past the New York Jets 
42-21 on Thursday night, 
the shirt he wore reflected 
the feeling of just about ev¬ 
eryone associated with the 
team that owns the best 
record in the NFL. 

“THE NORTH IS NOT 
ENOUGH," yelled the senti¬ 
ment in capital letters. 

Yes, the Ravens have an¬ 
other division title after they 
clinched a playoff berfh 
four days earlier in Buffalo. 
With a victory next week in 
Cleveland, the Ravens will 
be assured the top seed in 
the AFC, a distinction that 
comes with home-field ad¬ 
vantage leading up to the 
Super Bowl. 

Super Bowl. That's the tar¬ 
get. Victories in December 
are merely steps in that di¬ 
rection. 

“We just have to keep it 
going,” Jackson said. 

“The job is not over,” safety 
Earl Thomas said. “We got 
a couple more goals in 
front of us." 

Jackson threw five touch¬ 
down passes and scurried 
into the NFL record book. 
He's only started 21 games 
as a professional, yet Jack- 
son looks like he's been do¬ 
ing it forever. 

“I’m thinking in the back 
of my mind sooner or lat¬ 
er he’s going to have a 
young, second-year grow¬ 
ing pains game,” veteran 
guard Marshal Yanda said. 
“And the kid keeps playing 
winning football." 

Baltimore (12-2) took con¬ 
trol with touchdowns on its 
first three possessions and 
Jackson made it 28-7 in the 


third quarter with a 24-yard 
scoring pass to rookie Mar¬ 
quise Brown following a 
turnover by New York (5-9). 
Jackson ran for 86 yards 
(on eight carries) to break 
Michael Vick's single-sea- 
son record for a quarter¬ 
back (1,039 for Atlanta in 
2006). Jackson has 1,108 
yards rushing. 

On this night, however, 
Jackson did most of the 
damage with his right arm. 
He completed 15 of 23 
passes for 212 yards and 
increased his NFL-leading 
total of touchdown passes 
to 33, tying the franchise 
season record set by Vinny 
Testaverde in 1996. 

After Jackson’s pass to 
Brown, many in the crowd 
of 70,545 chanted “MVP! 
MVP!” There was a reprise 
of the mantra late in the 
third quarter when Jack- 
son hit Seth Roberts for a 
33-yard touchdown. The 
score came after Jack- 
son connected with tight 
end Mark Andrews for a 
36-yard completion on a 
fourth-and-1 from the Bal¬ 
timore 29. 

Jackson celebrated the 
first down by dancing 
downfield with his arm 
pointing toward the New 
York goal line. Not once 
throughout his exceptional 
performance did Jackson 
show any sign of being 
slowed by a quadriceps in¬ 
jury that made headlines in 
the days leading up to the 
game. 

The Jets, meanwhile, hard¬ 
ly looked like a team that 
had won four of their pre¬ 
vious five games. Sam Dar- 
nold threw two touchdown 
passes to Jamison Crowder 
but the second-year quar¬ 
terback also tossed an in¬ 
terception and lost a fum¬ 
ble. 

The first turnover ruined 
a potential scoring drive 
near the end of the first half 
and the latter miscue im¬ 
mediately preceded Jack¬ 
son's TD pass to Brown. 
“When we got our oppor¬ 
tunities, we had to score 
touchdowns. We just didn’t 
do it," coach Adam Gase 
said. “We didn't finish fhe 
job.” 

Darnold went 18 for 32 for 


218 yards. 

“Experience. It’s com¬ 
ing," Gase said. “It's com¬ 
ing. He’s improving every 
week." 

The Jets' other touchdown 
came on a blocked punt 
in the fourth quarter. 

New York's defense came 
in ranked second in the 
NFL against the rush, but 
the unit was no match 
for the league’s top run¬ 
ning game. The Ravens 
amassed 218 yards on the 
ground, including 76 by 
Mark Ingram. 

Jackson broke Vick's rush¬ 
ing mark on Baltimore’s 
opening possession while 
guiding the Ravens on an 
84-yard march. The dual¬ 
threat quarterback ran 
three times for 27 yards 
and completed all three of 
his passes for 41 yards be¬ 
fore Ingram ran in from the 
New York 6. 

Jackson supplanted Vick 
in the record book with a 
5-yard run from the Jets 11. 
It was more of the same on 
Baltimore’s second drive. A 
29-yard run by Ingram and 
a 25-yard impromptu jaunt 
out of the pocket by Jack- 
son preceded a 5-yard 
touchdown pass to rookie 
Miles Boykin. 

Darnold threw a 4-yard 
touchdown pass to get 
New York to 13-7 before the 
Ravens rolled to their third 
TD in three possessions. A 
43-yard pass interference 
penalty against the Jets 
set up a 1 -yard touchdown 
pass to Andrews, and In¬ 
gram tacked on a 2-point 
conversion. 

INJURIES 

Jets: WR Jeff Smith hurt his 
ankle. ... Before the game. 
New York placed TE Ryan 
Griffin (ankle) on IR.... S Ja¬ 
mal Adams (ankle) and CB 
Brian Poole (concussion) 
were inactive.. 

Ravens: OT Ronnie Stanley 
(concussion) was inactive. 
UP NEXT 

Jets: Another game 

against an AFC North foe 
looms Sunday for New 
York, at home against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Ravens: The last team to 
beat Baltimore was the 
Browns, 40-25 on Sept. 
29.Q 
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Embiid has 38 points, 13 boards. Sixers beat Celtics 115-109 



Philadelphia 76ers center Joel Embiid controls the ball against Boston Celtics guards Kemba 
Walker (8) and Jaylen Brown (7) in the second half of an NBA basketball game, Thursday, Dec. 12, 
2019, in Boston. The 76ers won 115-109. 

Associated Press 


By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — Joel Em¬ 
biid answered the criticism 
from a couple of Hall of 
Famers in the most produc¬ 
tive way possible. 

After Shaquille O'Neal and 
Charles Barkley said Embiid 
wasn't playing up to his 
potential, the 76ers center 
conceded that they were 
probably right. Then he 
produced one of his best 
games of the year: a sea¬ 
son-high 38 points along 
with 13 rebounds in a 115- 
109 victory over the Boston 
Celtics on Thursday night. 
“All of the stuff he has been 
dealing with he handled 
like an adult, with humil¬ 
ity. And he responded in 
a dramatic way,” Phila¬ 
delphia coach Brett Brown 
said. “He was dominant, 
was a leader and one of 
his best games as a Sixer.” 
Embiid scored 16 points in 
the fourth quarter, hitting 
five of six free throws in the 
final 26 seconds after Bos¬ 
ton scored seven straight 
points to erase most of a 
nine-point deficit. With Phil¬ 
adelphia leading by four 
in fhe final 15 seconds, he 
blocked Daniel Theis’ shot 
to help clinch it. 

Earlier in the week, Barkley 
said Embiid is the toughest 


matchup in the league, 
but he doesn’t take ad¬ 
vantage of if. O'Neal said 
on the TNT broadcast that 
Embiid shouldn’t settle for 
22 points a game, his cur¬ 
rent average, but should 
aim for more like 28 or 30. 

“I like when I get criticized,” 
Embiid said after the game. 
“For them to say I have the 
potential to be the best 
player in the world, and I 
haven't shown that yet, I 
need to play harder.” 
Celtics center Enes Kanter 


said he approached Em¬ 
biid during the game and 
told him not to worry about 
the criticism. 

“He’s one of the best big 
men in the league,” said 
Kanter, who scored a sea¬ 
son-high 20 points with nine 
rebounds. “I told him, ‘Hey, 
don't worry about it.' I told 
him to just go out and play 
your game.” 

Tobias Harris had 23 points, 
eight rebounds and seven 
assists for the Sixers, who 
won their fourth straight 


game and their eighth in 
nine tries. Kemba Walker 
scored 29 points for Boston, 
which lost at home for the 
first time all season. Gordon 
Hayward scored 19. 
NUGGETS 114, TRAIL BLAZ¬ 
ERS 99 

DENVER (AP) — Nikola 
Jokic and Jerami Grant 
scored 20 points apiece 
and Denver overcame a 
career-high 33 by Hassan 
Whiteside to beat Portland. 
Gary Harris and Will Barton 
each added 15 points for 


fhe Nuggets, who ended a 
three-game slide. 

Carmelo Anthony, who 
spent the first 714 years of 
his career in Denver, re¬ 
ceived a warm reception 
from the crowd during pre¬ 
game introductions. He 
had 20 points for the Trail 
Blazers, and CJ McCollum 
added 15. 

MAVERICKS 122, PISTONS 
111 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Luka 
Doncic scored 41 points 
and had his eighth triple¬ 
double of the season, Seth 
Curry added a season- 
high 30 points and Dallas 
beat Detroit Pistons in the 
opener of the NBA Mexico 
Games.Doncic finished 
wifh 12 rebounds and 11 
assists for the Mavericks. 
They are 17-7, their best 24- 
game start since posting 
the same mark at this point 
of the 2014-15 season. 
Andre Drummond led the 
Pistons with 23 points and 
15 rebounds. 

CAVALIERS 117, SPURS 109, 
OT 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Kev¬ 
in Love hit a tying 3-pointer 
in the final seconds of reg¬ 
ulation and finished with 30 
points and 17 rebounds as 
Cleveland beat San Anto¬ 
nio to snap an eight-game 
losing streakO 


Former NBA Commissioner Stern 
has emergency brain surgery 



In this Wednesday, May 15,2013 file photo, NBA Commissioner 
David Stem takes a question from a reporter during a news 
conference following an NBA Board of Governors meeting in 
Dallas. 
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By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
NBA Commissioner David 
Stern had emergency sur¬ 
gery after suffering a brain 
hemorrhage while having 
lunch not far from league 
headquarters. 

The league had no up¬ 
date on his condition 
Friday.The 77-year-old 
Stern underwent the op¬ 
eration at Mount Sinai St. 
Luke’s Hospital after he 
was stricken at a midtown 
Manhattan restaurant. 
Stern served exactly 30 
years as the NBA's lon¬ 
gest-tenured commis¬ 
sioner before Adam Silver 
succeeded him on Feb. 1, 
2014. 


The league made the an¬ 
nouncement about Stern 
in a statement, saying its 
thoughts were with him 
and his family. 

Stern has remained affiliat¬ 
ed with the league, holding 
the title of commissioner 
emeritus. He has remained 
active in his other interests, 
such as sports technology. 
Stern oversaw the growth 
of the NBA into a league 
whose games were tele¬ 
vised in more than 200 
countries and territories 
and in more than 40 lan¬ 
guages. The league was 
staging a regular-season 
game in Mexico City be¬ 
tween Dallas and Detroit 
on Thursday night when it 
revealed the news about 


Stern. 

Support for Stern has come 
from across the game. 
Hall of Famer Magic John¬ 
son tweeted that he and 
wife Cookie were praying 
“for my good friend who 
helped save my life.” 
Johnson announced he 
was retiring because of 
the AIDS virus in 1991 but 
returned the following 
year at the All-Star Game 
with Stern’s backing, John¬ 
son would later rejoin the 
league with Stern’s sup¬ 
port, even while some 
players voiced concern 
about playing against him 
for health reasons. 

Stern has stayed busy after 
leaving as commissioner, 
traveling overseas on the 


league's behalf, doing 
public speaking and con¬ 
sulting. He was inducted 
to the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 
2014.Stern oversaw the ad¬ 
dition of seven franchises 


and fhe creation of the 
WNBA and NBA Develop¬ 
ment League, now called 
the G League which will 
have a franchise in Mexi¬ 
co starting with the 2020- 
21 season. □ 
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For the third time this sea¬ 
son, Jackson threw five 
touchdown passes in a 
game, giving him team-re- 
cord tying 33 on the season 
with just six interceptions. 

His snarky assessment after 
that first five-TD game still 
applies today: “Not bad for 
a running back.” 

That, of course, was a not- 
so-subtle jab at those who 
believed Jackson would 
never pan out as an NFL 
quarterback, most famous¬ 
ly voiced by former NFL 
executive Bill Polian, who 
said leading up to the 2018 
draft that Jackson was bet¬ 
ter suited to play receiver. 
Others tabbed him as a fu¬ 
ture running back. 
“Exceptional athlete, ex¬ 
ceptional ability to make 
you miss, exceptional ac¬ 
celeration, exceptional 
instinct with the ball in his 
hand and that's rare for 
wide receivers," Polian 
said. “Clearly, clearly nof 
fhe thrower that the other 
(top quarterback pros¬ 
pects) are. The accuracy 
isn’t there.” 

Never mind that Jackson 
threw for more than 9,000 
yards during his three years 
at Louisville, with 69 touch¬ 
downs and only 27 inter¬ 
ceptions. Never mind that 
he ran for more than 4,000 
yards and 50 TDs with the 


Cardinals. Never mind that 
he won the Heisman Trophy 
as a sophomore. 

Now, that’s not to imply 
Polian and others were 
blinded by racism in their 
assessment of Jackson. 
Certainly, scouts and gen¬ 
eral managers have badly 
misjudged quarterbacks — 
white and black— over the 
years. 

Joe Montana was a third- 
round pick who went on 
to capture four Super Bowl 
titles. Tom Brady lasted until 
the sixth round of the draft, 
and all he’s done is win a 
record six rings. 

But there is one big dif¬ 
ference between Jack- 
son and those underrated 
quarterbacks who came 
before him. 

No one was calling on 
Montana or Brady to switch 
positions. They weren’t 
subjected to that most re¬ 
liable of racist tropes: the 
black quarterback who is 
only successful because 
of his superior athletic skills, 
while white quarterbacks 
are lauded for their mental 
ability and work ethic. 
Jackson undoubtedly 
faced that perception 
when he entered the draft 
after his junior season at 
Louisville. 

Four quarterbacks — all of 
fhem white — went in the 
first 10 picks. Jackson lasted 
until the very last pick of the 



Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson is introduced onto the field prior to an NFL football 
game against the New York Jets, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


first round, No. 32 overall. 
While the Ravens certainly 
deserve credit for trad¬ 
ing up to get him, let's not 
forget they already had 
made another pick in the 
opening round, selecting 
tight end Hayden Hurst at 
No. 25. 

Hurst has made just four 
starts his first two years in 
the league. 

Jackson is already the face 
of the franchise — and, 
one could argue, the en¬ 
tire league. After blowing 
through the Jets, he hung 
around afterward to sign 
jerseys for three of fheir 
players, fhe ulfimafe sign of 
respecf from an opponent. 


“I’m enjoying it,” Jackson 
said. “I love the game. I’ve 
got a great group of guys 
and coaching staff with 
me. I couldn’t wish to be 
anywhere else.” 

Let’s be clear: Times have 
certainly changed since 
NFL teams essentially re¬ 
fused to let a black man 
hold down the most promi¬ 
nent spot on the field. 

In all likelihood, Jackson will 
become the third African- 
American quarterback to 
win the MVP award in the 
past five years, following 
Cam Newton and Patrick 
Mahomes. Last season, 
there were a record five 
black quarterbacks start¬ 


ing in the playoffs. This year, 
Kyler Murray was the No. 1 
overall pick and became 
one of 10 African-Ameri¬ 
cans to start regularly for 
their teams. 

For sure, the racial stereo¬ 
type is on life support. 

It’s past time to finish it off. 
Jackson is certainly doing 
his part. In addition to his 
stellar passing night against 
the Jets, he broke Michael 
Vick’s record for rushing 
yards in a season by a 
quarterback wifh 1,103. 
That led to a marvelous on¬ 
field interview with Fox af¬ 
ter the game, as Jackson 
stood alongside teammate 
Mark Ingram.Q 


Cardinals release veteran linebacker Terrell Suggs 



In this Dec. 1, 2019, file photo, Arizona Cardinals outside 
linebacker Terrell Suggs (56) lines up against the Los Angeles 
Rams during the first half of an NFL football game in Glendale, 
Ariz. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Sports Writer 

TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — The Arizona Cardinals 
have released veteran linebacker Terrell 
Suggs with three games remaining in a dis¬ 
appointing season for both the player and 
the team. 

The 37-year-old Suggs had some good 
moments for the Cardinals early in the 
year but his production diminished in re¬ 
cent weeks. He's played in all 13 games 
and has 35 tackles, including eight for a 
loss and 5 1/2 sacks. 

Suggs, who played in high school in the 
Phoenix area and in college at Arizona 
State, signed with the Cardinals during the 
offseason after playing 16 seasons with the 
Baltimore Ravens. 

The Cardinals have lost six straight games 
and have a 3-9-1 record. 

Cardinals coach Kliff Kingsbury said the 
decision to release Suggs was mutual 
between the player and organization 
and the Cardinals wanted him to have a 
chance to land with a team that’s in play¬ 


off contention. “There was disappoint¬ 
ment that we didn’t win more games,” 
Kingsbury said Friday. 

“As the season's gone on, out of playoff 
confention, we wanted to see what we 
have with some younger players. 

We felt like it was the best move for both 
parties." 

The 6-foot-3, 265-pound Suggs is a seven¬ 
time Pro Bowl selection and two-time All- 
Pro. 

“We have such great respect for him,” 
Kingsbury said. 

“He was phenomenal in our building, work 
ethic, energy, the juice he brought every 
day, the professionalism was through the 
roof. We wanted to give him the opportu¬ 
nity to find a fif if if’s ouf there. 

"Kingsbury said the team wants to use 
some younger linebackers in the final three 
games, including Haason Reddick, who 
moved from inside to outside linebacker, 
where Suggs played. 

The Cardinals host the Cleveland Browns 
on Sunday .□ 
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Welterweight Crawford out to make his case as boxing’s best 



In this June 9,2018, file photo, Terence Crawford celebrates after defeating Jeff Horn, of Australia, 
in a welterweight title boxing match in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Terence 
Crawford believes he’s the 
best fighter in the world 
and wanted more chanc¬ 
es to prove it this year. 

He hoped to have three 
fights in 2019 but will be 
boxing for only the second 
time when he defends his 
welterweight title Saturday 
night at Madison Square 
Garden. The boxer who has 
had the answers every time 
he’s climbed into the ring is 
stumped about why he fell 
short of his goal. 

“I really don’t know,” Craw¬ 
ford said. “Maybe budget. I 
don't know." 

Or maybe it’s because it’s 
hard enough just finding 
one guy who can give him 
a real contest. 

Egidijus Kavaliauskas (pro¬ 
nounced Egg-ID’-di-yus 
Ka-val-YAUS-kus) is the next 
fighter who will try in the 
main event of a card to be 
televised by ESPN following 
the Heisman Trophy pre¬ 
sentation. It's the second 
straight bout at Madison 
Square Garden for Craw¬ 
ford (35-0, 26 KOs), who 
stopped Amir Khan in April. 
That was Crawford's third 
consecutive stoppage 
since moving up to welter¬ 
weight after unifying all the 
major titles at 140 pounds. 
There are many big names 


at 147 pounds who would 
make for an attractive 
matchup with Crawford, 
such as Errol Spence, Man¬ 
ny Pacquiao and Keith 
Thurman, but he's been un¬ 
able to get fights with any 
of them and seems tired of 
getting asked about it. He 
wanted to talk only about 
his bout with Kavaliauskas 
(21-0-1, 17 KOs), a Lithua¬ 
nian who is the mandatory 
challenger for his WBO belt. 
“Like I said, I’m always look¬ 
ing to go out there and put 
on a great performance 


and show the world why 
I feel like I’m the No. 1 
pound-for-pound over any 
other fighter,” Crawford 
said. Perhaps a tough fight 
that forced Crawford to 
dig deep and overcome 
adversity would earn him 
extra appreciation, but he 
has no interest in getting 
into a slugfest just to do 
that and bristles at the no¬ 
tion that a fighter needs to 
risk injury to be interesting. 
“All those people that criti¬ 
cize boxers for boxing never 
been in a ring before. They 


never had the pleasure of 
getting knocked upside 
the head for 12 rounds,” 
Crawford said. “You know, 
like, it’s not fun. We do it 
because it's our job. But 
boxers go in the ring one 
person and leave a differ¬ 
ent person. 

“You go home, you eat 
your popcorn, you talk to 
your family, you say, ‘Oh, 
that was a great fight,' but 
it was a great fight for you 
to watch. But you don’t 
think about the fighters that 
went through hell to enter¬ 


tain you." That might help 
sell tickets, though. Pro¬ 
moter Bob Arum said that 
short of staging cards in 
fighters’ hometowns, such 
as when Crawford packs 
the place when he fights in 
Omaha, the key to drawing 
big crowds is having what 
he calls 50-50 fights, and 
Crawford's fights certainly 
aren’t that. 

But the fight preceding 
it may be, when Richard 
Commey (29-2, 26 KOs) 
defends his lightweight title 
against 2016 Olympian Teo- 
fimo Lopez (14-0, 11 KOs). 
Lopez represented Hondu¬ 
ras, his parents’ country, 
but he's from Brooklyn and 
boasted that “all of New 
York" is coming to see his 
first shot at a title. 

The winner is expected to 
move on to a 2020 unifica¬ 
tion showdown with two- 
time Olympic gold med¬ 
alist Vasiliy Lomachenko, 
who is scheduled to at¬ 
tend the fight. The Ukrai¬ 
nian, like Crawford, is in the 
discussion for most skilled 
fighter in the world, but the 
22-year-old Lopez has al¬ 
ready been pushing for the 
fight — and says he's not 
sure Lomachenko wants it. 
“Everybody wants that 
fight,” Lopez said. “Every¬ 
body wants to see the fight, 
so hopefully we can make 
all those things happen.” □ 


Olympic mile, 800-meter champion Peter Snell dead at 80 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Three-time Olympic 
champion and world mile 
record-holder Peter Snell 
has died in Dallas. He was 
aged 80. 

Snell, who is regarded as 
one of the greatest mid¬ 
dle-distance runners, won 
the 800 meters at the 1960 
Rome Olympics aged 21, 
and the 800-1,500 double 
at the 1964 Tokyo Games. 
He was the first man since 
1920 to win the 800 and 
1,500 at the same Olym¬ 
pics. No male athlete has 
done so since. 

Snell also won two Com¬ 
monwealth Games gold 
medals in the 880 yards 
and mile at Perth in 1962. 
He twice held the mile world 
record, and held world re¬ 
cords in the 800 meters, 880 


yards, 1,000 meters, and 
the 4x1-mile relay. 

Snell’s death was con¬ 
firmed by family friend and 
New Zealand sports his¬ 
torian Ron Palenski, who 
heads New Zealand’s Sport 
Hall of Fame. 

“It is very sad news, a griev¬ 
ous loss for New Zealand,” 
Palenski said. “In terms of 
track and field, he is prob¬ 
ably the greatest athlete 
New Zealand has had.” 
Snell was coached by Ar¬ 
thur Lydiard, an innovator 
who was regarded as one 
of the world’s finest coach¬ 
es of middle and long dis¬ 
tance athletes. Lydiard also 
coached Murray Halberg 
to win the 5,000 meters at 
Rome in 1960. 

Snell was the best miler of 
his generation, at a time 


when the mile was the 
blue riband event of world 
athletics. He began imme¬ 
diately after Roger Bannis¬ 
ter's epoch-making sub- 
four-minute mile and while 
the glow of that achieve¬ 
ment still suffused the sport. 
In his physique he was un¬ 
like milers of the time: Snell 
was strong and powerful 
— more like a 400-meter 
runner — and not like the 
mostly lithe athletes who 
vied for world supremacy 
over the mile. 

His stride was so powerful 
he often scarred the tracks 
on which he ran, kicking up 
puffs of debris, especially 
on grass or cinder tracks. 
Lydiard's training — based 
on massive mileage mostly 
on the road rather than the 
track — gave him enor¬ 


mous stamina but he also 
had unusual speed. 

Snell’s friend and training 
partner, Olympic marathon 
bronze medalist Barry Ma¬ 
gee said “there will never 
be another New Zealand 
athlete like him." 

“He won three Olympic 
gold medals, two Com¬ 
monwealth Games gold 
medals, and broke seven 
world records. He was the 
best-conditioned athlete 
of his time.” 

Snell’s wife, Miki, said he 
died suddenly at his home 
in Dallas around noon on 
Thursday. He had been suf¬ 
fering from a heart ailment 
and required a pacemaker 
for several years. 

Snell’s athletics career was 
relatively short. He retired in 
1965 to pursue educational 


opportunities in the United 
States. 

Snell graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science de¬ 
gree in human perfor¬ 
mance from the University 
of California, Davis, and 
later with a Ph.D. in exer¬ 
cise physiology from Wash¬ 
ington State University. 

He became a research 
fellow at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medi¬ 
cal Center in 1981, later 
becoming director of the 
university’s Human Perfor¬ 
mance Center. 

Snell was knighted by New 
Zealand in 2009. A statue in 
his honor stands at Cooks 
Gardens, Whanganui, near 
his birthplace of Opunake, 
where he broke the mile 
world record for the first 
time in 19620 
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Norway’s Telenor drops Huawei for Ericsson in 5G contract 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Norway’s 
biggest wireless carrier, 
Telenor, on Friday chose 
Sweden’s Ericsson to supply 
part of its new 5G network, 
ending its cooperation with 
Chinese tech giant Huawei 
after a decade. 

The company signaled it 
would gradually remove 
Huawei equipment as it up¬ 
grades radio gear for the 
next generation of mobile 
networks, in a move likely 
to please the U.S., which 
has been lobbying Euro¬ 
pean allies to sideline the 
Chinese company over cy¬ 
berespionage concerns. 
The company “carried out 
an extensive security eval¬ 
uation” in its selection pro¬ 
cess, alongside considering 
factors such as technical 
quality, commercial terms 
and the ability to innovate 
and modernize, Telenor 
Group CEO Sigve Brekke 
said. 

“Based on the comprehen¬ 
sive and holistic evaluation, 
we have decided to intro¬ 
duce a new partner for this 
important technology shift 
in Norway,” Brekke said. 
Telenor, which is moving 



A Huawei employee talks on her cellphone as she stands next to a sign at Huawei's campus in 
Shenzhen in southern China's Guandong Province, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


away from Huawei a de¬ 
cade after they started 
collaborating, said it will 
continue to use its existing 
equipment from the Chi¬ 
nese company as it transi¬ 
tions to the new network 
over the next four to five 
years. It has already cho¬ 
sen Ericsson and Finland's 
Nokia to build the 5G net¬ 


work’s core. Telenor has 
mobile operations in Nordic 
countries but also in Paki¬ 
stan, Bangladesh, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Myanmar. 
Huawei declined to com¬ 
ment. Ericsson did not im¬ 
mediately respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment. 
European mobile phone 
companies are facing 


tough business decisions 
as they find themselves 
caught in the middle of 
a geopolitical battle over 
Huawei. 

Wireless companies often 
prefer Huawei because of 
its reputation for cheap, re¬ 
liable gear but U.S. officials 
are warning allies that the 
company can be used to 


facilitate spying by China's 
communist leaders - alle¬ 
gations the company has 
consistently denied. 
Superfast 5G networks and 
the new innovations they 
promise to bring, such as 
telemedicine and auto¬ 
mated factories, will run 
heavily on software in the 
network “core," which the 
U.S. says exposes them to 
greater security vulnerabili¬ 
ties. 

In a win for Huawei, Ger¬ 
man carrier Telefonica 
Deutschland said this week 
that it chose Huawei and 
Finland’s Nokia to jointly 
supply equipment for the 
less-sensitive 5G radio net¬ 
work, with a decision on 
suppliers for fhe core due 
nexf year. 

Telefonica Deufschland, 
Germany’s No. 2 wireless 
carrier, made ifs decision 
even though the govern¬ 
ment may tighten up 5G 
security guidelines. 

The company added a ca¬ 
veat that Huawei’s partici¬ 
pation was “subject to the 
successful safety certifica¬ 
tion of the technology and 
the companies” in accor¬ 
dance with German legal 
provisions. □ 


Twitter brings back election labels for 2020 U.S. candidates 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Twitter is bringing back 
special labels to help us¬ 
ers identify accounts and 
tweets from U.S. political 
candidates. 

The company, which first 
used such labels for the 
midterm elections last 
year, said it is trying to 
provide users with original 
sources of information and 
prevent spoofed and fake 
accounts from fooling vot¬ 
ers. 

Many political candidates 
already have blue check 
marks to indicate that Twit¬ 
ter has confirmed that they 
are who they say they are. 
The election labels go 
further and provide de¬ 
tails such as what office a 
person is running for and 
where. 

They will also carry a small 
ballot box icon. The labels 
will appear on candidates' 



This July 9, 2019, file photo shows a sign outside of the Twitter 
office building in San Francisco. 


accounts and tweets, 
even if they are retweeted 
by someone else. 

Twitter hopes its efforts will 
help people know when 
candidates are behind the 
words attributed to them. 


Associated Press 

This could prevent some¬ 
one from creating an ac¬ 
count pretending to be 
a politician, for instance, 
or attributing a tweet to a 
candidate who didn't ac¬ 
tually make the tweet. 


Twitter, along with Face- 
book and other social me¬ 
dia companies, has been 
under heavy scrutiny for 
allowing their services to 
be misused by malicious 
individuals and groups try¬ 
ing to influence elections 
around the world. 
Facebook also verifies ac¬ 
counts for public figures 
and celebrities, while You¬ 
Tube verifies official chan¬ 
nels. 

But they don't go as far as 
adding election labels. 
Labels will be used only 
for general election can¬ 
didates and will start ap¬ 
pearing once candidates 
have won their parties' pri¬ 
maries or have otherwise 
qualified for the general 
election ballot. 

Twitter said it will apply the 
labels in House, Senate 
and gubernatorial races. 
Presidential candidates 
are not included in Twitter's 
new policies. 


The 2020 presidential can¬ 
didates are already all 
verified and Twitter says if 
more join the race, they 
will get verified too. 

The company says it won't 
apply election labels to 
presidential candidates 
but may do so down the 
road. 

Major presidential candi¬ 
dates already have blue 
check marks to indicate 
that Twitter has confirmed 
the accounts are legiti¬ 
mate. 

Many candidates for 
House, Senate and guber¬ 
natorial races have them 
as well. 

Twitter said Thursday it will 
verify additional accounts, 
even if candidates do not 
seek them, by working with 
the nonprofit, nonpartisan 
Ballotpedia. 

Twitter said the verifications 
will happen on a rolling ba¬ 
sis as candidates qualify 
for next year's primaries.□ 
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Pound jumps on expected Tory win; trade talk lifts shares 



In this Dec. 5,2019, file photo, trader Gregory Rowe, left, and specialist Michael Pistillo work on the 
floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By ELAINE KURTENBACH 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — The Brit¬ 
ish pound surged early Fri¬ 
day as exit polls indicated 
a resounding election vic¬ 
tory for Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson's Conservative 
Party, as talk of a China- 
U.S. trade deal buoyed 
share prices in Asia. 

The British pound strength¬ 
ened to $1.3468 from 
$1.3385 late Thursday as 
projections showed the 
conservatives likely to win 
a solid majority of seats in 
Parliament. That would al¬ 
leviate uncertainty by giv¬ 
ing Johnson more politi¬ 
cal capital to push for the 
United Kingdom’s depar¬ 
ture from the 28-nation Eu¬ 
ropean Union by the end 
of January, according to a 
research note by Evercore 
analysts. 

“This is the most positive 
near term outcome for 
markets,” Evercore analyst 
Krishna Guha wrote. 

In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei 
225 index jumped 2.5% to 
24,758.56 and Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng surged 2% 
to 27,542.92. The Shang¬ 
hai Composite index ad¬ 
vanced 1.2% to 2,951.73 
and South Korea's Kospi 
climbed 1.4% to 2,167.25. 
That followed new record 
highs for the S&P 500 and 
Nasdaq on Thursday after 
President Donald Trump 


said the U.S. was getting 
close to a “big deal" with 
China. Traders were also 
encouraged by a Wall 
Street Journal report say¬ 
ing Washington has offered 
to slash existing tariffs and 
cancel new ones set to kick 
in on Sunday in exchange 
for more agricultural pur¬ 
chases and intellectual 
property protection. 

“If we do see the tariffs re¬ 
moved, that's saying, ‘OK, 
China must be agreeing to 
things or we must be right 
there,"' said Ben Phillips, 
chief investment officer at 
EventShares. “That’s why 


the market is looking at tar¬ 
iffs as the bellwether to a 
trade deal." 

Markets have been quick 
to react to headlines and 
remarks out of the Trump 
administration about the 
16-month trade war. 

The S&P 500 climbed 0.9% 
to 3,168.57 and is up about 
0.5% from its last all-time 
closing high on Nov. 27. 

The Dow Jones Industri¬ 
al Average rose 0.8% to 
28,132.05, while the Nasdaq 
gained 0.7% to 8,717.32. 
The index, which is heav¬ 
ily weighted with technol¬ 
ogy stocks, is now up about 


0.1% its record set on Nov. 
27. The Russell 2000 index 
of smaller company stocks 
climbed 0.8% to 1,644.81. 
China’s Ministry of Com¬ 
merce said Thursday that its 
negotiators were in “close 
communication” with their 
American counterparts 
ahead of the new round of 
tariffs. A spokesman gave 
no indication whether the 
trade talks were making 
progress. 

But late Thursday, Myron 
Brilliant, head of interna¬ 
tional affairs for the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, 
confirmed that both sides 


were close to inking a mod¬ 
est trade deal that would 
suspend the new tariffs 
and reduce existing ones 
by an unspecified amount. 
In return, China would buy 
more U.S. farm products, in¬ 
crease American compa¬ 
nies’ access to the Chinese 
market and tighten protec¬ 
tion for intellectual property 
rights, said Brilliant, who was 
briefed by both sides. 
Uncertainty over trade has 
been the biggest wildcard 
for stocks this year, hurt¬ 
ing manufacturing around 
the world and causing U.S. 
businesses to hold back 
on making investments. 
The saving grace for the 
U.S. economy has been a 
strong job market and con¬ 
sumer spending. 

“If we get a China trade 
deal, it’s probably going 
to catalyze another 12-plus 
months of growth in the U.S. 
and globally,” Phillips said. 
Banks helped lead the 
gains as bond prices fell, 
sending yields higher. 
Bank of America rose 3.1%. 
Higher yields allow banks 
to charge more lucrative 
interest rates on mortgag¬ 
es and other loans. The 
yield on the 10-year Trea¬ 
sury jumped to 1.90% from 
1.79% late Wednesday. 
That’s an unusually large 
increase and signals more 
confidence in economic 
growth.□ 


T-Mobile CEO says if Sprint deal fails, prices may go up 


By TALI ARBEL 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — T-Mobile 
CEO John Legere said if 
his company’s $26.5 bil¬ 
lion deal to buy Sprint fails, 
it may have to raise prices 
to slow user growth and 
relieve stress on the T-Mo- 
bile network. He said that 
would be his “worst night¬ 
mare.” Legere's testimony 
came on the fourth day 
of a high-profile antitrust 
trial. Fourteen state attor¬ 
neys general are suing to 
block the combination of 
T-Mobile and Sprint. They 
say the deal would cost 
consumers billions. 

The trial with the states is 
a major hurdle for T-Mo- 
bile, but federal regulators 


have already cleared the 
merger. The Justice De¬ 
partment approved it after 
T-Mobile and Sprint agreed 
to set up satellite TV pro¬ 
vider Dish as a new wireless 
competitor. The states say 
that's not enough. 

Legere's testimony regard¬ 
ing T-Mobile’s potential 
pricing strategy Thursday 
stemmed from a Septem¬ 
ber 2019 T-Mobile docu¬ 
ment that made projec¬ 
tions about T- Mobile’s fu¬ 
ture as a standalone com¬ 
pany in 2020. 

A lawyer for the states, 
Glenn Pomerantz, laid out 
evidence that T-Mobile 
had options beyond ac¬ 
quiring Sprint that would 
let it obtain more spec¬ 


trum, the airwaves that 
signals travel over and the 
lifeblood of a wireless net¬ 
work. Adding spectrum 
would shore up the net¬ 
work from the strain of its 
growing user base watch¬ 
ing Netflix and uploading 
cat videos to Instagram. 
Pomerantz presented an 
email Legere sent in June 
2015 saying that a poten¬ 
tial acquisition of Dish “su¬ 
per-charges” T-Mobile, the 
same language T-Mobile 
has used to describe its 
Sprint deal. Dish, like Sprint, 
has lots of spectrum, hav¬ 
ing spent $21 billion buying 
it. Legere said he liked the 
possibilities of that deal but 
that T-Mobile wasn't able 
to complete it.Q 



This combination of April 30, 2018, file photos shows signage 
for a Sprint store in New York’s Herald Square, top, and 
signage at a T-Mobile store in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Belgian carnival removed from 
UNESCO list over racism row 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— A famous Belgian carni¬ 
val was removed from fhe 
U.N.’s cultural heritage list 
on Friday following com¬ 
plaints that its most recent 
edition contained blatant 
displays of anti-Semitism. 
The Aalst carnival was tak¬ 
en off UNESCO's Intangible 
Cultural Heritage list during 
a meeting in Colombia’s 
capital city, becoming the 
first cultural tradition strick¬ 
en from the U.N.’s global 
inventory of cultural prac¬ 
tices. 

The festivity was criticized 
by anti-discrimination 
groups after this year’s edi¬ 
tion included a float de¬ 
picting Jews with sidecurls 
and oversized noses atop 
piles of money. A docu¬ 
ment filed by UNESCO's 
secretariat said the event 
goes against the organiza¬ 
tion's principles, including 
a clause stating that cul¬ 
tural expressions included 
in the list should foster re¬ 
spect among communi¬ 
ties. 

“They can continue to do 
the festival. We are not op¬ 
posing that” said Ernesto 
Ottone, UNESCO's assis¬ 
tant director-general for 
culture. “What we don’t 
want is the brand of UNES¬ 
CO on a festival that for 
(some) may be humor, but 
for us is mockery of some 
communities.” 

Belgium's government re- 


t«DAY 



In this Sunday, Feb. 10, 2013 file photo, people celebrate 
carnival during the yearly procession in Aalst, Belgium. 

Associated Press 


quested that the carnival 
to be taken off the UNES¬ 
CO list following several 
complaints by groups that 
the event was permissive 
of displays of anti-Semitism. 
Ottone said that town of¬ 
ficials were warned several 
times about anti-Semitic 
symbolism in previous ver¬ 
sions of the carnival but 
failed to take actions that 
would “draw a line" on 
what kind of floats and dis¬ 
plays were acceptable. 

In an interview with the As¬ 
sociated Press earlier this 
month, Aalst Mayor Chris¬ 
toph D'Haese said that the 
town was fed up with “gro¬ 
tesque complaints” over 
the carnival. D'Haese add¬ 
ed that it was not his job to 
police humor. 

“We are on a very danger¬ 
ous slippery slope when 
people will be able to de¬ 
cide what can be laughed 
at,” he said.Q 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



December 14 

AIDAPerla / Eurodam / Star Flyer 
December 15 
Serenade of the Seas 
Zuiderdam 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Breast cancer risk from menopause hormones may last decades 



In this May 6, 2010 file photo, a radiologist checks mammograms in in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 

Women who use certain 
types of hormones after 
menopause still have an in¬ 
creased risk of developing 
breast cancer nearly two 
decades after they stop 
taking the pills, long-term 
results from a big federal 
study suggest. 

Although the risk is very 
small, doctors say a new 
generation of women en¬ 
tering menopause now 
may not be aware of land¬ 
mark findings from 2002 
that tied higher breast 
cancer rates to hormone 
pills combining estrogen 
and progestin. 

“The message is prob¬ 
ably not clear” that even 
short-term use may have 
lasting effects, said Dr. 
Rowan Chlebowski of Har- 
bor-UCLA Medical Center 
in Torrance, California. He 
discussed the new results 
Friday at the San Antonio 
Breast Cancer Symposium. 
The results are from the 
Women’s Health Initiative, 
a federally funded study 
that tested pills that doc¬ 
tors long thought would 
help prevent heart dis¬ 
ease, bone loss and other 
problems in women after 
menopause. More than 


16,000 women ages 50 to 
70 were given combina¬ 
tion hormone or dummy 
pills for five to six years. 

The main part of the study 
was stopped in 2002 when 
researchers surprisingly saw 
more heart problems and 
breast cancers among 
hormone users. Women 
were advised to stop treat¬ 
ment but doctors have 
continued to study them 
and have information on 


about two-thirds. 

With roughly 19 years of fol¬ 
lowup, 572 breast cancers 
have occurred in women 
on hormones versus 431 
among those on dummy 
pills. That worked out to a 
29% greater risk of devel¬ 
oping the disease for hor¬ 
mone takers. 

Still, it was a difference of 
just 141 cases over many 
years, so women with se¬ 
vere hot flashes and other 


menopause symptoms 
may decide that the ben¬ 
efits of the pills outweigh 
their risks, doctors say. The 
advice remains to use the 
lowest possible dose for 
the shortest time. 

Why might hormones raise 
breast risk? 

“The hormones are stimu¬ 
lating the cells to grow” 
and it can take many years 
for a tumor to form and be 
detected, said Dr. C. Kent 


Osborne, a Baylor College 
of Medicine breast cancer 
expert. 

Women are prescribed 
hormones in combina¬ 
tion because taking estro¬ 
gen alone raises the risk of 
uterine cancer. However, 
one-quarter of women 
over 50 no longer have a 
uterus and can take estro¬ 
gen alone for menopause 
symptoms. 

So the same study tested 
estrogen alone versus 
dummy pills in more than 
10,000 such women, and 
the conclusion was op¬ 
posite what was seen with 
combination hormones. 
Women on estrogen alone 
for seven years had a 23% 
lower risk of developing 
breast cancer up to 19 
years later. There were 231 
cases among them versus 
289 in the placebo group. 
These results contradict 
what some observation¬ 
al studies have found, 
though, and doctors do 
not recommend any hor¬ 
mone use to try to prevent 
disease because of the 
murky picture of risks and 
benefits.The federal study 
only tested hormone pills; 
getting hormones through 
a patch or a vaginal ring 
may not carry the same 
risks or benefits.Q 


Boeing’s crew capsule declared 
ready for 1st space flight 



In this Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019 file photo, a Boeing Starliner 
spacecraft sits on a United Launch Alliance Atlas 5 rocket at 
Launch Complex 41 at the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station 
in Cape Canaveral, Fla. 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — Boeing’s Starliner 
crew capsule finally has 
a launch date for its first 
test flight to the Interna¬ 
tional Space Station. 
After an intensive review 
Thursday, NASA and Boe¬ 
ing managers agreed to 


a Dec. 20 liftoff. 

“Hopefully, we should all 
be getting an early Christ¬ 
mas present this year," 
said Phil McAlister, direc¬ 
tor of NASA’s commercial 
spaceflight development. 
Just a few technical issues 
remain to be completed, 
he noted. 

No one will be aboard, 


just a mannequin named 
Rosie. Three astronauts will 
strap in for the second test 
flight of a Starliner some¬ 
time next year. 

SpaceX also plans to 
launch astronauts for NASA 
next year. The company 
conducted a test flight 
without a crew back in 
March. 

NASA turned to the two 
private companies in 2014 
to ferry astronauts to and 
from the space station. 
Whether Boeing orSpaceX, 
it will be the first time U.S. 
astronauts rocket to orbit 
from home soil in nearly 
nine years. 

The longer-than-anticipat- 
ed hiatus stretches back to 
NASA’s last space shuttle 


flight in July 2011. NASA as¬ 
tronauts have been stuck 
riding Russian rockets in the 
interim. 

United Launch Alliance's 
Atlas V rocket will provide 


Associated Press 

the Starliner’s lift from 
Cape Canaveral, a little 
before sunrise. The cap¬ 
sule will parachute into 
New Mexico on Dec. 28 
to close out the flightO 
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The closing decade was an ever-shifting parade of fashion 


erage from strategically As style icons go, few had as for the magazine, 
placed embroidery and a much impact as Obama, “The photos were so dy- 
smattering of sparkles, said who caused dresses and namic and powerful," Peo- 



This combination photo shows, Lupita Nyong’o at the Oscars, singer Lady Gaga wearing at the 
MTV Video Music Awards, Michelle Obama at the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, 
Meghan Markle at St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle and Rihanna at the 2014 CFDA Fashion 
Awards in New York on June 2, 2014. 

Associated Press 


By LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Lady 
Gaga wore meat and Ri¬ 
hanna went naked, prac¬ 
tically. Kate Middleton 
delivered royal wedding 
opulence and Billy Por¬ 
ter went viral in a tuxedo 
gown. There was the much- 
coveted Olivia Pope white 
coat, Lupita Nyong'o's per¬ 
fect powder blue Oscar 
gown and Karl Lagerfield’s 
embrace of athleisure. 

The closing decade was 
ever-shifting in fashion. 
The most special moments 
among fashion editors had 
Rihanna and Beyonce top 
of mind as trendsetters, 
along with the Duchess of 
Cambridge, the Duchess 
of Sussex, Meghan Markle, 
and former first lady Mi¬ 
chelle Obama. 

Rachel Torgerson, senior 
fashion editor at Cosmo¬ 
politan, said it might seem 
easy to overlook the de¬ 
cade of 2010 to 2020 fash- 
ion-wise. Lady Gaga’s raw 
meat dress in 2010 at the 
MTV Video Music Awards 
was a much talked about 
exception. 

“More definitive moments 
came before — the grun- 
ge-y ’90s, the Paris Hilton- 
drenched early aughts," 
Torgerson said. “But the 
truth is there were some 
majorly iconic sartorial in¬ 
stances that changed us 
forever during this time.” 
We’ll start with Rihanna. 
“My jaw dropped to the 
floor when Rihanna spar¬ 
kled onto the stage in an 
Adam Selman Swarovksi 
crystal ‘naked dress' to re¬ 
ceive her CFDA style icon 
award,” said Joyann King, 
executive editorial director 
of HarpersBazaar.com. “It 
was as beautiful as it was 
provocative and began a 
trend that continues to rule 
the red carpet and our so¬ 
cial feeds.” 

Laurel Pantin, fashion fea¬ 
tures director of InStyle, 
agreed: "I'll never forget it. 
In my dreams, that's what 
I look like and that’s what 
I’m wearing.” 

The year was 2014. The fol¬ 
lowing year, at the Met 
Gala, Beyonce donned 
Givenchy in another bare¬ 
ly there look, a long sheer 
design that relied on cov- 


Andrea Lavinthal, style and 
beauty director for People. 
“It was somehow even 
more naked than all the 
other naked dresses that 
night,” she said. 

Duchess Kate wore the 
house of McQueen to 
marry Prince William in 
2011, more than a year af¬ 
ter Alexander McQueen’s 
death. The lace and ivory 
satin gown included a 
pinched-in bodice inspired 
by Victorian corsetry, a sig¬ 
nature of McQueen, but it 
also evoked the wedding 
look of Grace Kelly. It was 
designed by his successor, 
Sarah Burton. 

“Literally every bride want¬ 
ed to look like her then, 
and many still do,” Torger¬ 
son said. “People are still 
requesting lookalikes." 

The same interest followed 
Duchess Meghan into 
matrimony. The American 
actress wed Prince Harry 
in 2018 dressed in a boat¬ 
necked, long-sleeve stun¬ 
ner by Claire Waight Keller 
of Givenchy. 

“In this decade, not only 
one but two of the U.K.’s 
spotlight princesses got 
married, which left the 
world pondering about 
who these women would 
choose to design their mo¬ 
mentous wedding dress¬ 
es,” said Shilpa Prabhakar 
Nadella, fashion market 
director for Glamour. “Both 
have become style icons in 
their own right." 


other attire to sell out sim¬ 
ply by putting them on and 
was a big booster of both 
fashion and diverse de¬ 
signers. Her choices often 
made headlines. 

Lindsay Peoples Wag¬ 
ner, editor in chief of Teen 
Vogue, noted a particular 
Obama moment, this one 
by designer Tracy Reese, 
a rare African American 
woman among top design¬ 
ers. It was the pink sleeve¬ 
less dress with specks of 
gold brocade that Obama 
wore for her speech at the 
Democratic National Con¬ 
vention in 2012. 

“It was a historic moment of 
two iconic women coming 
together," Peoples Wagner 
said. “I can still remember 
how the dress shimmered 
as she walked on that 
stage." 

Like Obama, Beyonce 
served a heaping plate of 
style throughout the de¬ 
cade. 

There was her larger-than- 
life black hat and layered 
necklaces of Swarovski 
crystals, leather and gems 
in “Formation,” from her 
groundbreaking “Lemon¬ 
ade” visual album. For her 
September 2018 Vogue 
cover, she was photo¬ 
graphed by Tyler Mitchell 
in a huge floral headdress 
by Phil John Perry for Rebel 
Rebel. It was stunning and 
also historic: Mitchell be¬ 
came the first black pho¬ 
tographer to shoot a cover 


pies Wagner said. 

Rihanna, too, has endured. 
Her bright yellow cape 
gown by Chinese coutu¬ 
rier Guo Pei won the 2015 
Met Gala and launched a 
thousand omelete memes, 
Hyland said. 

Pei told Fashionista.com: 
“Only women who have 
the confidence of a queen 
could wear it.” 

By the decade’s end, she 
would also become a pow¬ 
erful fashion and beauty 
mogul in her own right: Her 
Fenty Beauty line with its in¬ 
clusive shades forced other 
brands to adapt a wider 
view, her Savage X Fenty 
lingerie line for all body 
types was cited as a reason 
for Victoria’s Secret's drop 
in popularity, and she be¬ 
came the first black wom¬ 
an to helm a luxury line for 
LVMH with Fenty. 

Virgil Abloh, as creative 
director of Louis Vuitton’s 
menswear, also made 
history.“Not only did he be¬ 
come one of the first black 
men to take over such a 
position in fashion, but the 
self-taught designer and 
multi-hyphenate represent¬ 
ed a democratization of 
the industry and a breaking 
down of boundaries previ¬ 
ously in the way for those 
considered far outside the 
lines of the traditional fash¬ 
ion industry insiders,” said 
Brooke Bobb, senior fashion 
news writer for Vogue.com. 
Legendary designer Lager¬ 


feld died in February, but 
his faux supermarket show 
for Chanel in 2014 lives on. 
“Karl Lagerfeld, who once 
equated sweatpants with 
‘giving up,’ cheekily nod¬ 
ded to the athleisure in¬ 
dustrial complex with in¬ 
tentionally holey sweatsuits 
and dad sneakers,” said 
Veronique Hyland, fashion 
features director for Elle. “It 
came at a turning point in 
fashion, with the everyday 
becoming more aspira- 
tional and studied casual¬ 
ness becoming the order 
of the day, even for fashion 
week habitues. It was also 
prescient. These days, the 
Whole Foods aisle is our run¬ 
way.” 

Kerry Washington, buoyed 
by “Scandal,” and Porter, 
uplifted by “Pose,” helped 
define the decade as well. 
“‘Scandal’ was pretty 
much everything after it 
debuted in 2012 and pretty 
much every adult woman 
wanted Olivia Pope’s pol¬ 
ished, perfect style and 
crisp, white waterfall over¬ 
coat,” Torgerson said. 
“These are the facts!” 

Porter has provided more 
than a few moments but it's 
his showstopping black vel¬ 
vet tuxedo gown by Chris¬ 
tian Siriano that achieved 
his goal in February at the 
Oscars: A conversation 
about gender, race and 
fashion. The top half was a 
classic men’s tuxedo jacket 
he wore with a bow tie and 
the bottom was a dramatic 
full skirt. 

“Gender neutral fashion 
and inclusion emerged as 
a key shift in the way de¬ 
signers approached cre¬ 
ative direction and their 
businesses,” King said. “Billy 
Porter’s tuxedo gown that 
went viral embodied this 
movement in the most 
glamorous way.” 

Porter, the black and gay 
breakout star of the bound¬ 
ary-expanding FX series, 
spent the awards season 
using fashion as political 
art. There were previous 
dresses, and there was 
help from powerhouses 
Tom Ford and Michael Kors, 
along with smaller design¬ 
ers who embrace a greater 
gender fluidity in their col¬ 
lections and were thrilled 
to dress him. □ 
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Forbidden passion smolders in vivid ‘Lady on Fire’ 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 

“Do all lovers feel they're 
inventing something?'' asks 
Heloise, a young woman 
experiencing romantic 
passion for the first time. It’s 
a beautiful line, but it’s also 
emblematic of the spirit of 
“Portrait of a Lady on Fire,” 
a film in which everything 
feels stunningly fresh, raw 
and new. 

And it’s all happening in 
the 18th century, to boot. 


French director Celine 
Sciamma, known for far 
more gritty and contem¬ 
porary films, has found a 
way to make a period film 
that feels so vital, at mo¬ 
ments it seems it could 
spontaneously combust. 
Which is exactly what hap¬ 
pens to Heloise’s dress at 
one point, a captivating 
and disturbing image that 
explains the title of this film. 
“Portrait of a Lady on Fire” is 
a story of unexpected pas- 
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This image released by Neon shows Adele Haenel, left, and Noemie Merlant in a scene from 
“Portrait of a Lady on Fire.” 

Associated Press 


sion between two women. 
But it's more than that; the 
film explores this forbidden 
love against a larger back¬ 
drop of the possibilities for 
female self-fulfillment in 
the late 1700s, through the 
story of a young artist, Mari¬ 
anne. 

Female artists of the time, 
Sciamma has explained, 
produced work that hangs 
in museums around the 


world — and yet the out¬ 
side world knows very little 
about them. Sciamma, 
who won the best screen¬ 
play award for this film at 
Cannes, seeks to honor 
these forgotten women. 

It’s Marianne (a vibrant 
Noemie Merlant) that we 
meet first, the only wom¬ 
an traveling in a boatful 
of wordless sailors (virtu¬ 
ally the only men who ap¬ 


pear in the film.) When the 
wooden crate carrying her 
blank canvases falls into 
the ocean, she dives reck¬ 
lessly into the waves to re¬ 
trieve it. Her canvases are 
her life.Marianne arrives 
on a rocky beach (the 
craggy coast of Brittany, 
its wild beauty wonderfully 
captured here) and climbs 
a cliff to an isolated cha¬ 
teau. □ 


Post offices to be named for Marilyn 
Monroe, Ritchie Valens 



In this Sept. 9, 1954 file photo, Marilyn Monroe poses over the 
updraft of a New York subway grate while filming “The Seven 
Year Itch” New York. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump has 
signed resolutions renam¬ 
ing two post offices in the 
Los Angeles area in honor 
of Marilyn Monroe and 
rock 'n' roll legend Ritchie 
Valens. 

The Los Angeles Daily 


News reported Thursday 
that the Van Nuys Civic 
Center postal depot will 
be renamed the Marilyn 
Monroe Post Office. The 
Pacoima post office will be 
named the Ritchie Valens 
Post Office Building. 
Democratic Rep. Tony 
Cardenas introduced the 


resolutions to rename the 
two facilities. 

Monroe was raised in Van 
Nuys, attended Van Nuys 
High School and was dis¬ 
covered while she was 
working at Van Nuys Air¬ 
port during World War 
II. She starred in films like 
“Some Like it Hot,” and 
“The Seven-Year Itch.” 
Monroe, whose real 
name was Norma Jean 
Baker, was 36 years old 
when she died of a drug 
overdose in 1962. 

Valens attended San Fer¬ 
nando High School and 
was discovered in 1958 
at the American Legion 
hall in Pacoima. His hits 
included “La Bamba,” an 
adaptation of a Mexican 
folk song. A film about his 
life with the same title was 
released in 1987. 

Valens was 17 years old 
when he died in a plane 
crash in Iowa with two 
other rock stars in 1959. □ 
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Blue-collar character actor Danny Aiello has died at age 86 



In this Friday, Oct. 7, 2011, file photo, actor Danny Aiello smiles while being photographed in New 
York. 

Associated Press 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Dan¬ 
ny Aiello, the blue-collar 
character actor whose 
long career playing tough 
guys included roles in 
“Fort Apache, the Bronx,” 
“Moonstruck” and “Once 
Upon a Time in America” 
and his Oscar-nominated 
performance as a pizza 
man in Spike Lee’s “Do the 
Right Thing,” has died. He 
was 86. 

Aiello (pronounced eye- 
YEL-o) died Thursday night 
after a brief illness, said his 
publicist, Tracey Miller, who 
runs Tracey Miller & Associ¬ 
ates. “The family asks for 
privacy at this time,” she 
said in a statement. 

In a tweet, Cher mourned 
the man she called “a ge¬ 
nius comedic actor." The 
two had starred in “Moon¬ 
struck” and she called it 
“one of the happiest times 
in my life." Actor Michael 
Rapaport tweeted that 
Aiello was a “huge inspira¬ 
tion” and actor Kirk Acev¬ 
edo mourned: “We lost a 
great actor today.” 
Recognizable, if not fa¬ 
mous, for his burly build 
and husky voice, he was 
an ex-union president who 
broke into acting in his 30s 
and remained a depend¬ 
able player for decades, 
whether vicious or cuddly 
or some of each. 

His breakthrough, ironi¬ 
cally, was as the hapless 
lover dumped by Cher in 
Norman Jewison’s hit com¬ 
edy “Moonstruck.” His disil¬ 
lusion contributed to the 


laughter, and although 
he wasn’t nominated for 
a supporting-role Oscar 
(Cher and Olympia Duka¬ 
kis won in their categories), 
Aiello was inundated with 
movie offers. 

“Living in New York City 
gave me training for any 
role,” he said in a 1997 in¬ 
terview. “I've seen people 
killed, knifed. I’ve got scars 
on my face. I have emo¬ 
tional recall when I work; 
the idea is simply to recre¬ 
ate it. I've seen it and ex¬ 
perienced it. I’ve played 
gangsters, teachers but 


most of my work has been 
in the police area. And for 
that I'm adored by the po¬ 
lice in New York City.” 

The ebullient Aiello be¬ 
came a favorite of several 
directors, among them 
Woody Allen, who used 
him in the Broadway play 
“The Floating Light Globe” 
and the movies “Broad¬ 
way Danny Rose," “The 
Purple Rose of Cairo” and 
“Radio Days."Lee was an¬ 
other admirer and for “Do 
the Right Thing” cast Ai¬ 
ello as a pizzeria operator 
in a black neighborhood 


of Brooklyn, the movie cli¬ 
maxing with a riot that 
destroys his eatery. “This is 
my pizzeria!" he cried. Lee 
had first offered the role to 
Robert De Niro, but Aiello’s 
performance brought him 
an Oscar nomination for 
supporting actor. 

Among his other movies: 
“Fort Apache, the Bronx” 
(as a cop who threw a boy 
from a building), “Once 
Upon a Time in America,” 
“Harlem Nights," “Jack 
Ruby" (as Ruby) and"City 
Hall.” He also appeared 
in TV miniseries, including 


“The Last Don,” “A Woman 
Named Jackie” and in the 
1985-86 police series “Lady 
Blue.” It was Aiello who 
played Madonna’s father 
in the pop icon’s “Papa 
Don’t Preach” video. 

A child of New York's Hell’s 
Kitchen neighborhood, Ai¬ 
ello retained the pugnacity 
he learned on city streets. 
“During the early times in 
my acting career, I would 
fight at the drop of a hat,” 
he said in 1985. “I was very 
hungry. If there were ob¬ 
stacles, I tried to remove 
them.” He added that 
sometimes he engaged in 
fistfights with actors after 
work because of incidents 
during filming or rehearsals. 
Daniel Louis Aiello Jr. was 
born June 20, 1933, to Ital¬ 
ian parents. His father, a 
laborer, left the family of 
seven children, and Daniel 
started working at age 9 
selling newspapers, work¬ 
ing in a grocery store and 
bowling alley, shining shoes 
and loading trucks. In his 
teenage years, he joined 
a street gang and, he 
claimed, engaged in bur¬ 
glary and safe-cracking. 
He dropped out of high 
school before graduating, 
got married in 1955 and 
joined the Army. 

After three years in the ser¬ 
vice, he worked at several 
factory jobs, landing as a 
baggage man at Grey¬ 
hound. The ambitious Ai¬ 
ello rose to become presi¬ 
dent of the transit union. 

“I wanted to become a 
politician," he told a re¬ 
porter in 1995. □ 


Grammy-winner Anderson .Paak supports hometown arts center 


VENTURA, Calif. (AP) — Rapper 
and singer Anderson .Paak is 
lending his support to an arts cen¬ 
ter facing closure in his Southern 
California hometown of Oxnard. 
The Grammy-winner visited the 
Oxnard Performing Arts and Con¬ 
vention Center and urged his 
fans to donate to keep the city- 
owned facility open, the Ventura 
County Star reported Wednes¬ 
day. His Brandon Anderson Foun¬ 
dation said donated money 
would be set aside for the center, 
but .Paak himself made no finan¬ 
cial commitments. The 33-year- 
old said he wants to house his 
foundation at the center to cre¬ 


ate a space where people could 
record music, rehearse plays and 
have boxing matches. 

“I want this to be a hub for cre¬ 
ativity,” .Paak said. “The city de¬ 
serves it.” 

Paak, an eclectic musician who 
blends funk, hip-hop and R&B, 
named his 2018 album “Oxnard.” 
The performing arts center used 
to receive an annual $1 million 
subsidy from the city before of¬ 
ficials announced it would shut 
down at the end of this year. Cen¬ 
ter board members said they are 
meeting with the city manager 
about the future, but the facility 
is not on the Tuesday agenda for 



In this Dec. 4, 2019 file photo, Anderson .Paak arrives at the world premiere of 
“Spies in Disguise” at the El Capitan Theatre in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

the final City Council meeting of the year, the newspaper saidO 
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